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Original Communications. 
{For the Religious Monitor.] 


Ne rogites quisnam, sed quidnam scripserit, auctor. 
Please don’t inquire who is the author, but exam- 
ine what he hath written. 

ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
DISSERTATION I. 


The truth of the doctrine proved from Ex. iii. 
14, “I am,” compared with John viii. 58, ‘* Be- 
Sore Abraham was, | am.” 
Part J, soME OBSERVATIONS INTRODUC- 
TORY TO THE SUBJECT. 


Tue Divinity of Christ is a doctrine of the 
greatest importance. It is essential to him- 
self, necessary for us, lies at the heart of 
the whole gospel, and is the foundation upon 
which the church is built, and established 
forever. Saith Christ to Peter, ‘‘ Upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Mat. xvi. 18. And saith Paul, “‘ Other 
foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.”” 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

That at present there is great opposition 
made to this precious article of faith, cannot 
be denied, and ought to be lamented. “If 
the foundation be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?” It is evident that the mod- 
ern Arians, or as they delight to call them- 
selves, Unitarians, serve up only the ar- 
guments and objections of their predecessors, 
and that with little variety, and often with 
less force and fulness: and, as all these 
have been completely answered a hundred 
times, by many holy, learned men, so the 
writer cannot propose to present the reader 
with any thing entirely new upon the sub- 
ject; nor even to proceed by equal steps 
with many who have gone before him, on 
the argument of our Lord’s Divinity. But, 
‘when the enemy comes in like a flood,” he 
considers it-his duty to join with others ‘in 
lifting up a standard against him.” 

Vor. vir 
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The Scriptures abound with invincible ar- 
guments in support of Christ’s Divinity.— 
** They are wrote plain, he may run that 
readeth them:” they are sufficient to con- 
vince all the gainsayers, had not darkness 
blinded their eyes. As Christ himself de- 
clares, ‘ For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not may see, 
and that they which see might be made 
blind.” John ix. 39. And here it is worth 
while to observe, that there is not any pas- 
sage of Scripture which more clearly proves 
the divinity of Christ, than that in which he 
himself claims the name by which God ex- 
pressed himself to Moses—‘ Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I am 
hath sent me unto you. Ex. ii. 12. In 
the same language does Christ answer the 
Jews—* Before Abraham was, “I am.” 
John vii. 58. Now, as Christ came to 
maintain and declare his father’s honour, if 
he had not a just title to the name “I am,” 
he would not have been a faithful servant, 
if he had run away with his Father’s glory ; 
for the glory that is contained in this name, 
is the grand reserve that he will not give 
to another, any more than his praise to gra- 
ven images. This name of God is peculiag 
to himself. His other titles are in a lower 
sense attributed to creatures. “We know 
that there are gods many and lords many, 
but this name is always incommunicable.”’ 
“Thou whose name alone is Jehovah, art 
the Most High over all the earth.” Ps. 
Ixxxvii. 18. 

That the argument for our Lord’s divini- 
ty, taken from these two passages of Scrip- 
ture compared together, may appear clear 
and unanswerable, it may be proper, 

First, to inquire who the God of Israe) 
was, who expressed himself to Moses, by 
the name, J am, and redeemed Israel from 
bondage. And as we read of the invisible 
God, and that Moses saw him who is invisi- 
ble, it is necessary, also, 
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Secondly, to examine which person im 
the divine nature, appeared and spoke to 
Moses ; and this will be proved to be the 
Son. For, though the redemption of Israet 
is attributed to all the persons in the God- 
head, yet, there’ is always, in the history, a 
particular regard paid to the second person 
in the divine nature, who, according to 
the flesh, was to be a child born among 
them, but in his deity was * their Father that 
begat them, the Rock that had formed them, 
their Creator, their Saviour, their God.” 
And then, 

Thirdly, humbly look into the meaning 
of thename, “J am,”’ and prove from the scrip 
tures of truth, that all the particulars con- 
tained in it are attributed to Jesus Christ, 
so that he does not employ assuming lan- 
guage, or talk too high; for when he de- 
clared to the Jews, ‘‘ Before Abraham was, 
I am,” he only repeated what he formerly 
said to Moses, ** Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, “« 1 am’’ hath sent me 
unto you.” And 

Lastly, that the argument may not ap- 
pear abstract and dry, to plain and pious 
readers, it may be proper to dilate occasion- 
ally, and introduce practical observations, to 
show that the doctrine of Christ’s divinity 
is not merely speculative, but feeds faith 
and nourisheth souls. Saith the believer, 
“If you undeify 4 Saviour, you destroy 
my righteousness, because I have always 
been led, from the Scriptures, to believe, 
that he who is the author of that, is Jeho- 
vah: nay, you undo my heaven ; that would 
be an empty place to all the saints, if the 
Jesus, who lives there, were not Jehovah.” 
But there they and all the angels adore his 
person, and own his claim—‘‘ Worthy is 
the lamb that was slain.”” So that contend- 
ing for the divinity of Christ, is like a man 

uarrelling for his bread; he feeds and he 
fohts at the same time. When Christ was 

reaching and vindicating the truth, not on- 
fy of his suretyship, but also the divinity of 
his person, he saith, “ I am the bread of life : 
Tam the living bread which came down 
from heaven: if a man eat of this bread he 
shall live forever.” John vi. 48. 51. But, 
to return to the argument for Christ’s Di- 
vinity. 

First: It was proposed to inquire who 
the God of Israel was who appeared and 
spoke to Moses, by the name, “I am,” and 
redeemed Israel. And we must take the 


account that he gives of ‘himself as it is re- 


corded in his own Book. The doctrines 
which he has published concerning himself, 
are such as phHosophy and human reason, 
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can neither give vor take:—the Bible 
alone reveals them, the Bible alone can ex- 
plain them: and we receive them upon the 
report of Him that cannot lie. ‘ Faith,” 
saith one, ‘*is a servant that obeys, not an- 
swering again.” ‘ He that believeth hath 
set to his seal that God is true.” In re- 
turning an answer to the inquiry proposed, 
it may be proper to proceed, by confirming 
and illustrating the following propositions. 
And, 

Ist. Itis very evident from the name, 
by which God expressed himself to Moses, 
that he is the most high God. Jehovah, or 
Jah, is the most inward, and primitive title 
of Deity. It signifies what he is in himself, 
essentially considered, antecedent to, and 
abstracted from all the works of his hands. 
It leads us to conceive of him, above, and 
beyond the springs of time and nature: be- 
fore there were angels to surround his throne, 
or clouds to be the dust of his feet. We 
learn from his works what he hath done, 
but by this name, we are directed to con- 
template what he is in himself. The Great 
Eternal Existence. Blessed in his perfec- 
tions, and perfect in his blessedness. He 
hath an unchangeable felicity in himself.— 
Thus saith the Psalmist—‘ Great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his 
greatness is unsearchable. Ps. cxlv. 3.— 
**He only has immortality, and dwells in 
that light which none of the human race 
has seen, or can see.” 

This is that great original Being, who 
declared himself by the name, “1 am.”— 
Creatures have different names, to distin- 
guish one from another, but he needs no 
name for this purpose; and therefore he 
mentions a title expressive of his nature— 
the great original and Independent Being. 
He chose Jacob for his portion, and Israel 
for his inheritance, and he claims to himself 
the whole praise of conducting them from 
Egypt to Canaan. He found them in a de- 
sert land, in a waste howling wilderness; 
he led them about, he instructed them, he 
kept them as the apple of his eye: he was 
no inferior deity, no agent of heaven. There 
is no mention made of his being a delegate to 
another, or of having appointed another as a 
delegate to himself. No, no. ‘The Lord 
alone did lead them, and there was no strange 
god among them.” Deut. xxxii. 9, 10. 12. 
And again—* Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God is one Lord.” Deut. vi. 4. And in 
another place— I am the first, and I am 
the last, and beside me there is no God.” 

Indeed, he revealed himself in his rela- 
tion to them, as the “God of Abraham, 
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Isaac, and Jacob; but to encourage their 
dependence upon him, for their deliverance, 
he leads them to conceive of him in his eter- 
nal existence—‘* Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, ‘1 am’ hath sent me 
unto you.”? Correspondent to this, he saith 
afterwards, “1 appeared te Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty ; but by my name, Jehovah, was 
i not known among them.” Ex. vi. 3.— 
That is, it was not such a great evidence 
of his power and love, to bring Abraham 
out of Ur of the Chaldees, as to bring his 
posterity out of Egypt. He declares his 
titles suitable to the nature of his works, 
and that as Jehovah, he would dwell among 
them. 

And, indeed, to redeem Israel from bon- 
dage, open the waters before them, feed, 
lead, and guard them, with so many evi- 
dences of his love, and trains of his blessing, 
from Egypt to Canaan, was a work which 
none but Jehovah could accomplish. It is 
mentioned by the prophets, in the book of 
Psalms, spoken of by the apostles, and by 
Christ himself; and recorded, by Moses, 
the sacred historian, to be the admiration of 
all future generations. “ Ask now of the 
days that are past, which were before thee, 
since the day that God created man upon 
the earth, and ask from one side of heaven 
to the other, whether there hath been any 
such thing as this great thing is, or hath 
been heard like it? Did ever people hear 
the voice of God speaking out of the midst 
of the fire, as thou hast heard, aid live? 
Or hath God assayed to go and take him a 
nation from the midst of another nation, by 
temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and 
by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a 
stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, ac- 
cording to all that the Lord your God did 
for you in Egypt before your eyes? Unto 
thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know 
that the Lord he is God; there is none else 
besides him.” Deut. iv. 32—35. Thus it 
is evident that he who redeemed Israel, was 
no subordinate deity, but the great Jehovah. 
‘* There is none like untothe God of Jeshu- 
run, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
and in his excellency on the sky. The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms: he shall thrust 
out the enemy from before thee, and shall 
say, destroy them.” Deut. xxxiii. 26, 27. 

2dly. As Jehovah hath revealed himself 
as one Being, so he hath made himself 
known as existing in three distinct persons ; 
the same in substance, equal in power, and 
glory. We are plainly told of neither more 


nor less than three that bear record in heav- 
en—the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost, and these three are one. 1 John v. 
7. Some, indeed dispute the authority of 
this verse, as one observes—‘* just as a man 
who cannot answer the charge of an indict- 
ment, demurs to the jurisdiction of the court : 
this confronting of copies is much easier 
work than answering of reasons.”? But the 
doctrine of the Trinity does not rest upon 
this single text, there are others in abun- 
dance. We read in Isaiah xlviii. 16, “ The 
Lord God and his Spirit, hath sent me.” 
This was spoken by the prophet before the 
incarnation of Christ. And saith Paul— 
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with you all, Amen.” 2 
Cor. xiii. 14. And saith Peter—* Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus.” 1 
Pet. i. 2 The message to the seven 
churches in Asia, begins with, ‘Grace be 
unto you, and peace from him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, and from 
the seven spirits which are before his throne, 
and from Jesus Christ.” Rev. xxiv. 5. 

‘* How these are different, and how they 
are one, we know not; nor can we describe 
his eternal power and Godhead, his Om- 
niscience, Omnipresence, his decrees, his 
works, his throne, his heaven, the light in 
which he dwells, and which none can see. 
These are the invisible things of Him, and 
yet they are clearly understood: we le- 
lieve them upon sufficient evidence, though 
they will ever be past finding out to per- 
fection. And as certain it is, by the report 
which the arm of the Lord hath mason: > 
that there are three, and that these three 
are One. God has as plainly told us this, 
as he has told us any thing: and we are as 
much bound to believe what he saith upon 
this head, as upon any other. He that ree 
ceives the testimony, has set to his seal that 
God is true.”* And again—* We are as 
much bound upon the authority of mere rev- 
elation, to confess a T'rinity of persons, as 
to believe a unity of nature; because the 
word of truth has made an equal declaration 
of both. To say these two are inconsistent, 
is no less than refusing the record of God, 
and making him «a ar. It is unbecoming 
those who are but of yesterday, to inquire 
how it can,be, when the Father of lights has 
expressly told us, thus it is. He will be 





* Bradbury’s Sermons on Christ the Lord that 
heals us. 
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adored tor perfections teat we cannot com- 
prehend, and reports that we cannot ex- 

lain. We may as well pretend, by search- 
ing, to find out the fulness of his being, as 
to describe the manner of it. Had ali his 
words come down as low as our apprehen- 
sions, and revealed no more than man’s wis- 
dom teaches, he had not spoken lke God. 
But as his ways are not ours, so neither 
are his thoughts. He has told us as much 
as he would have us know, and by saying 
no more, has thrown a bar upon all foolish 
questions, that we may not break through 
to gaze.” 

“« There is a mystery in no more than one 
God, and no fewer than three persons.— 
Because it is true, we cannot dispute it: 
because it is mysterious we cannot explain 
it. Therefore, the only thing our souls 
have to do in the whole inquiry, is, to ex- 
amine whether God has said it. How far 
the distinetion of persons reaches, and how 
inuch the unity of nature comprehends, is a 
question above the comprehension of those 
who are but of yesterday, and know noth- 
ing. But, when we read of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, we conclude from the very 
sound of the words, that there is a differ- 
ence between them. There are certain 
boundaries fixed to the minds of men, that 
they make it neither too much nor too Jittle. 
We have an open road between two ex- 
iremes, and can easily tell what is false, 
though we are not able to fathom all that is 
true.’”* 

3dly. As the works of God are some- 
times ascribed to one Being, so they are al- 
so attributed to all the persons in the God- 
head, by which we are taught, first, that 
there is a distinction of persons ; the Father 
is not the Son, or the Spirit, and the Spirit 
is neither the Father nor the Son: and se- 
condly, an equality of nature. And when 
one person in the Godhead is mentioned, 
the other two are not excluded but included ; 
because, though the persons be distinct, the 
nature is one. Though the persons act dis- 
tinctly, they do not, nay, they can not, act 
separately: the divine nature, which is 
the principle of operation, being common to 
them all. 

Indeed, the doctrine for which some con- 
tend is this— That the Father produced 
the Son, the Arians say, by creation, and 
some younger brethren say it is by emana- 
tion, the Father and the Son made the Spir- 
it, and the Father left it to the Son to cre- 
ate the world, and to the Spirit to sanctify 





* Bradbury’s Sermons on Baptism. 
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the church.” ‘* But this,’’ as one observes, 
“is ruming into the old Egyptian folly, 
which represented the Supreme God as al- 
together inactive, a lumpish deity, who did 
nothing himself, but committed all the affairs 
of nature and worship to deputies and vice- 
gerents.”” Yet, correspondent to these no- 
tions, a modern writer delivers himself in 
two distinct propositions, thus : 

First: Saith he, “Christ the Son has 
the high and peculiar honour of being the 
executor of all the plans of deity. Though 
divine wisdom, power, and goodness, are 
possessed equally and in common by all the 
persons in the Godhead; the exertion and 
application of these perfections, in creation, 
providence, and redemption, are not manag- 
ed by either the Father or the Spirit, but 
exclusively by the Son.”’ He adds these 
words—** To be employed in great achiev- 
ments, and promoted to high offices, is 
deemed honourable among men: how tran- 
scendent the glory of being the agent of heav- 
en, in the accomplishment of the works of 
creation, providence, and redemption !” 

Correspondent to this, as quoted by Brad- 
bury, Mereurius Trismegistus, saith with 
Zoroaster, that—‘* The Father of all things 
produced not the world by his own hands, 
like a workman, but by the Word ; and 
that this Word which proceeds from him, 
communicating its fecundity to nature, has 
given the water a power of generation and 
production.” They tell us of “a Supreme 
Being, or the only God, who existed before 
the creator of the world, remaining in the 
solitude of his unity ; that it was not the 
Father who produced the universe, for he 
was superior to the creator.”” Again, we 
are told that ‘* the Egyptians acknowledged 
the second person inferior to the first, who, 
though he was never separate from him, yet 
he received his ideas of him. He was no 
production, but the emanation of the first 
God. He was the Agent of the universe, 
and therefore called demiurgus, the master 
of the world.” This is the very name that 
the ancient hereties gave him. For, 

Michael, in his Introductory Lectures to 
the New Testament, quoting Mosheim, 
who collected the opinions of Cerinthus, 
against whom John wrote his Gospel, saith 
that Cerinthus, among his other vile notions, 
affirmed “that there was one demiurgus 
who made the visible world out of eternal 
matter. This same demiurgus was the pe- 
culiar God and protector of Israel, who sent 
Moses and the prophets, gave the ceremo- 
nial law, which is yet binding.” Lastly, 
Porphyry, the great enemy of Christianity, 
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is quoted by Cyril of Alexandria, as saying 
that “the first power has es the in- 
tellect, or word, unspeakable to man, by 
whom are all things.” This is the same 
as the agent of heaven, ‘ who came out of 
the deity, who shone before all ages, who is 
eternally before all time, for there was no 
time when he first appeared. It was not 
by any command, or even by an act of the 
will, that the Deity brought him forth, but 
by a necessary emanation.” 

"It was judged not improper to introduce 
these quotations at large. And it is worth 
while to observe, that, if the Son be the 
agent of heaven, to the erclusion of the 
Father and the Spirit, they must be qui- 
escent; that is, we have one active and two 
inactive Gods. But, this cannot be affirm- 
ed of the Father and the Spirit, without 
plunging into blasphemy. For, saith God 
to the prophet Jeremiah, (chap. x. ver. 11,) 
‘‘ Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods 
that have not made the heavens, and the 
earth, even they shall perish from the earth, 
and from under these heavens.”? The 

Second proposition is expressed thus— 
‘‘ Neither the Father nor the Son, either 
separately or conjointly, ever imparted di- 
rectly and immediately, life, gilts, or grace, 
to any creature ; this is the immediate and 
exclusive prerogative of the Holy Spirit, 
and is exemplified in all the operations and 
dispensations of heaven.”’ In opposition to 
all these notions, ancient and modern, it is 
as clear as day-light, from the scriptures of 
truth, that, though the works of God are of- 
ten ascribed to one Being, they are also at- 
tribuied to each person in the Godhead.— 
They act distinctly, yet not separately ; 
because the divine nature is one, which is 
fully and equally possessed by each person. 
Thus we read with regard to creation and 
providence. ‘To us there is one God, the 

Father, of whom are all things; (of whom, 
immediately, not by a minister or a deputy,) 
and we in him, and for him: and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, as 
their supreme efficient, and we by him.” 
1 Cor. vii. 6. And the same is affirmed 
of the Spirit. He, as well as the Father 
and the Son, is the Creator of the universe. 
“He garnished the heavens, and his hands 
have formed the crooked serpent.” Job 
xxvi. 13. ‘ All the hosts above were made 
by the breath (or Spirit) of the Lord” Ps. 
xxxill. 6. He was one in the great con- 
sultation, when God said, “ Let us make 
man,”’ (Gen. i. 26;) for Elihu saith, “ The 
Spirit of the Lord hath made me, and the 
hreath of the Almighty hath given me life.” 
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The same is declared with respect to the 
work of redemption. Every person im the 
divine nature has a concern in our salvation: 
in the council of peace, where it was laid ; in 
the publication of the gospel, where it is re- 
voulall and in the application, by which it 
is enjoyed. We are said to be “elect ac- 
cording to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
and sprinkling of the biood of Jesus.” 1 Pet. 
i. 3. Thus we read of ‘one Spirit, one 
Lord, and one God and Father.” Eph. iv. 
4,5, 6. With regard to this proposition, 
Dr. Owen expresseth himself thus :—*‘* The 
several persons are undivided in their ope- 
rations, acting by the same will, the same 
wisdom, the same power. Every person, 
therefore, is the Author of every work of 
God, because each person is God. And 
the same divine nature is the same undivid- 
ed principle of divine operations, and this 
ariseth from the unity of the persons in the 
same essence. And again, each person doth 
the same work in the order of subsistence, 
and not one as the instrument of the other, 
or merely employed by the other, but as a 
common principle of authority, wisdom, love, 
and power.” It is hoped that the great 
importance of this, and the two preceding 
propositions, in themselves, will influence 
the reader to bear with the writer in dilat- 
ing so fully in the illustrations; and also, 
because they lead to the next observation. 

Athly. He who spoke to Moses, and 
redeemed Israel, is one God. The name 
by which he distinguisheth himself from oth- 
er deities, is Jehovah. ‘‘ Thou whose name 
alone is Jehovah, art the most High over 
all the earth.”? Ps. Ixxxvii. 18. All the 
Scriptures mentioned on the first proposition, 
might be brought into the service of this ar- 
gument. 

There were, indeed, some discoveries of 
the unity of the Godhead among the hea- 
then. ‘An eternal power and Godhead 
may be argued from the things that are 
made.”? But we read only of some of their 
learned philosophers that confessed it: and 
this was so far from being the universal 
opinion, that one died a martyr for it. Nay, 
we have the best of their morality from 
those who talked of thirty thousand gods 
and goddesses. And therefore the unity of 
the Godhead is placed in the front of the 
law. ‘I am the Lord thy God, which 
have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other God’s before me.” Ex. xx. 
2,3. And again, “ Hear, O Israel ; the 
Lord our God is one Lord.” Deut. vi. 4. 
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There cannot be two or three Supremes.— 
Thus, 

When the Scripture speaks of one God, 
all inferior deities are struck off. ‘ Among 
the gods there is none like unto thee, O 
Lord; neither are there any works like thy 
works.”” Nay, they are excluded from the 
comparison: “thou art great and dost wondrous 
things: thou art Giod alone.” Ps. \xxxvi. 
8.10. We not only confess a Supreme, 
but that there is “0 other: no communica- 


tion of the divine nature; no distribution of 


the divine honour, nor partnership in the di- 
vine worship. ‘The heathens had their gods 
many, but to us there is one (rod the "Fa- 
ther, of whom are all things; and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things.” 1 
Cor. vii. 6. 

Thisis the meaning of the word Jehovah, 
which name: he has alone. It is thus that 
he not only treats with contempt the preten- 
sions of every idol, but declares his own per- 
fections—** Ye are my witnesses, saith Je- 
hovah, that ye may know and believe me, 
and understand that Jam /e. Before me 
there was no God formed, neither shall there 
he any after me; yea, before the dey was, 
I am he.” Is. xliii. 10. This he repeats, 
‘Thus saith the Lord, the king of Israel, 
and his Redeemer, | am the first, and I am 
the last, and besides me there is no God.” 
And again, “Is there a God besides me? 
Yea, there is no God; I know not any.” 
Is. xliv. 6. 8. And yet, 

Sthly. The rec lemption of Israel is at- 
tributed to all the persons in the Godhead, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
without any inferiority of character, or one 
acting as the agent of another; but as the 
same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

Ist. It cannot be denied that our Father 
who is in heaven redeemed Israel. He di- 
rected Moses to say unto Phoraoh, ‘* Thus 
saith the Lord, Israel is my son, even my 


first-born: Let my son go that he may 


serve me.”? Ex. iv. 22, 2° 3 Thus he saith, 
in another place, ‘“] ama Father to Israel, 
and Ephraim 1 is my first-born.”’ Jer. xxxi. 9. 
And again, ““ W iit thou not from this time 
cry unto me, my Father, thou art the guide 
of my youth.” Jer. iii. 4. Once more,— 

and I said, thou shalt call me, my Father, 
and shall not turn away from me.” Verse 
19. Nay, in thishistory, he speaks to Mo- 
ses asa different person from the Son.— 
*¢ Behold, I send an angel before thee, to 
keep thee in the way, and to bring thee in- 
to the place which I have prepared: Beware 
of him, and obey his voice; provoke him 
not, for he will not pardon your transgres- 


sions: for my name is in him.” Ex. xxijj. 
20,21. In these words we have an ac- 
count both of a distinction of persons, and 
an equality of nature. Here, observe, 

That this was no created Angel, one of 
those who attended him on Mount Sinai, js 
evident from what is said about him. For, 

1. They are directed to ‘ beware of 
him, and obey his voice, and provoke him 
not.”” This is correspondent to the caution 
given to the highest orders of men—* Be 
wise now, therefore, O ye kings; be in- 
structed, ye judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
bling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him.” Ps. ii. 10, 11, 
12. 

2. The Father declares ‘he will not 
pardon your transgressions.”” This implies 
that he had a power to absolve. Though 
angels were often commissioned to carry 
messages, and execute acts both of mercy 
and judgme nt, God never conferred upon 
one of them, the power of forgiving sins.— 
This is the prerogative of Jehovah. “1, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for my name’s sake, and will not 
remembe ‘r thy sins.” Is. xlii. 25. The 
Jews were right in their doctrine, though 
they were wrong in the appiication—* Who 
can forgive sins but God only?” But saith 
Christ—“ That ye may know that the Son 
of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(then he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 
Arise, take up thy “y d, and go unto: thine 
house.”? Matt. 

3. He veh =e name is in him.” 
Not merely by commission ; for so it might 
be in an angel, a prophet, an apostle, and a 
minister of the gospel ; but the name that was 
peculiar to himself, that is, Jehovah. For 
example, my nature, my essence, my per- 
fections, every thing but my paternity, is In 
him. Nay, this peculiar prerogative of for- 
giving sins, isinhim. Lastly, he adds, that 
what is done, i is the same thing, whether it 
was by himself or this angel. ‘* Thou shalt 
obey this voice, and do all that J speak.” 
When the prophet Isaiah saith, ‘* I will men- 
tion the loving kindness of the Lord,” &c. he 
refers to this very passage, ‘ He said, sure- 
ly they are my people, children that will 
not lie: so he was their Saviour. In all 
their afflictions he was afflicted, and the an- 
gel of his presence saved them: in his love 
and in his pity he redeemed them, and bare, 
and carried them, as in the days of old.” 
Is. Ix. 8, 9. 
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Qnd. The redemption of Israel is as- 
cribed to the Holy Spirit. It has been 
formerly observed that he is the author of 
nature, and grace; and he, as well as the 
Father and the Son, is the ruler in provi- 
dence. He inspired all the prophets. ‘‘Ho- 
ly men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.””? Now Moses was dis- 
tinguished above all other prophets. ‘There 
arose not a prophet since, in Israel, like un- 
to Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 
tace.”” Deut. xxxiv. 10. Thus we are told, 
that, by a prophet the Lord brought Israel 
out of Egypt, and by a prophet he was pre- 
served.”? Hos. xii. 3. This is recorded in 
the established songs of Zion—‘* Thou led- 
est thy people like a flock, by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron.” Ps. Ixxvii. 26. Thus 
we are told in Nehemiah—* Thou gavest 
thy good Spirit to instruct them, and with- 
held not thy manna from their mouth.” ix. 
20. Isaiah gives aclear and compendious ac- 
count of this subject, chap. Ix. 10—14. 
The Jews in the wilderness rebelled and 
vexed the Holy Spirit, who had been their 
deliverer, as appears from the following ver- 
ses,—** Where is he that brought them out 
of the sea, with the shepherd of his flock ? 
Where is he that put his Holy Spirit with- 
in him? that led them through the deep as 
a horse in the wilderness, that they should 
not stumble ? As a beast goes down to the 
valley, the Spirit ofthe Lord caused him to 
rest: So didst thou lead thy people, to make 
thyself a glorious name.”? 

(To be Continued.) 
—— 
ANSWER TO J. D. 

To the Editor of the Religious Monitor: 

Dear sir,—I have noticed in your 
last number, a paper by J. D., entitled, 
‘*Remarks on the Observations of A. H. 
on the correspondence between the Asso- 
ciate and Reformed Churches.”” There are 
a few things in that paper to which I wish 
to call the attention of your readers, and | 
therefore beg you will do me the favour to 
give the few following observations a place 
m your Miscellany, as soon as convenience 
will permit, and oblige 

Your Obdt. Servt. A. H. 


Although the remarks of J. D. contain 
scarcely any thing either of fact or argu- 
ment, and although he has occasionally made 
use of language that appears to me some- 
what discourteous, if not indecent; yet I 
have thought it advisable to take some no- 
tice of them, which shall, however, be as 
brief as the nature of the remarks will ad- 


io J. D. 2U6 
mit. I concur with Mr. D. in the opinion 
that it is ‘‘ matter of regret, that differences 
should so long exist between churches that 
are perfectly agreed on many important 
points in religion.” But I entirely differ 
from him with regard to the tendency of my 
observations. The design I had in view in 
making them was to remove misrepresenta- 
tions, and so to produce harmony of senti- 
ment so far as it could be consistently ob- 
tained. It might possibly have been more 
agreeable to the Reformed to have passed 
over their misrepresentations, and to have 
found no fault with them for imputing to 
Seceders principles which they never held, 
but this would have been to suffer sin upon 
them, and I did not suppose that a plain state- 
ment of facts ought to give them any cause 
for taking offence. Nor in this was there 
any breach of that charity, which while it 
thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity 
but rejoiceth in the truth. Neither am I 
without hope that the end I had in view, 
may be in some measure gained. For in 
the course of my observations I have dis- 
tinctly set forth the misrepresentations which 
have been made of some of the prineiples of 
Seceders by Reformed Presbyterians, and 
have clearly proved them to be misrepre- 
sentations by a comparison of them with the 
avowed principles of Seceders. And what 
is still more to the purpose, have proved 
from the admission made by the Reformed 
Synod in their last letter to the Associate 
Synod, that those six tenets which they had 
affirmed in Reformation Principles Exhibit- 
ed, to be embodied in the ecclesiastical stan- 
dards of Seceders, are their own conclusions, 
and which they do not now charge Sece- 
ders with believing. Now if the Reformed 
Synod should prove as honest in retracting 
these misrepresentations as they have been 
candid in admitting them, this will tend 
greatly to conciliation. For, the Associate 
Synod say, in one of their lettérs, that it is 
these misrepresentations that tend to widen 
the difference between the two churches.— 
Should these misrepresentations be retract- 
ed, one ground of difference will be remov- 
ed, and my observations have tended to 
bring them into view, that they might be 
well understood, in order to their being re- 
tracted, that reconciliation might follow as 
a happy consequence. 

Mr. D. notices my complaining ‘ much 
of misrepresentations, &c. on the part of the 
Reformed Presbyterians.” Now as to 
** &c.”” I cannot say whether I have com- 
plained of it or not, till I know what it is; 
but [ allow that I have complained of mis- 





































































































representations. 1 have, however, com- 
plained no further than I have shown there 
was just cause for complaint. And I wish 
the reader to observe how my facts and ar- 
guments have been answered by Mr. D. 
One would have expected that as he finds 
fault with my observations, because he 
thought they were any thing but conciliato- 
ry, he would have taken special care that 
his own remarks should have been of the 
mildest character. It is, nevertheless, true, 
that he opposes to my facts, which | had 
been careful to substantiate, scarcely any 
thing but reproaches, not one of which is 
borne out by fact. Thus he says, “ If there 
be not both slander and misrepresentation 
in his communications, it is not unfair to say 
these deformities never appeared in human 
composition. I mistake if he can produce 
any thing from their writings more calum- 
nious than what he himself employs. What 
could be his object but slander when he as- 
ociates the Reformed Presbyterians with 
the Roman Anti-christ:?? And more to 
the same effect, which need not be repeated. 
This I must own savours a good deal of the 
Reformed method of reasoning. For many 
of the writers of that persuasion, have, each 
according to his ability, been remarkable for 
a certain species of declamation, which has 
sometimes been designated Billingsgate.—. 
In this sort of eloquence Mr. D. does not 
fall greatly behind some of his predecessors. 
But [ have long been of the opinion, that 
when a writer descends to the use of inde- 
cent and reproachful words towards an op- 
ponent, it is generally because he has noth- 
ing better to offer, and these are the easiest 
as well as the readiest substitute for fact and 
argument. JI shall therefore take no fur- 
ther notice of these flowers of rhetoric, for I 
am convinced they can injure no one but their 
author. Moreover, | feel somewhat confi- 
dent, that if this be a fair specimen of Re- 
formed rhetoric, that many will think it is 
not much better than their logic. 

Passing these things, then, I shall pro- 
ceed to offer some observations which may 
tend to vindicate those statements in my 
former communications which have been 
called in question by Mr. D. And the first 
thing to be noticed, is, the charge of associ- 
ating Reformed Presbyterians with the Ro- 
man Anti-christ. ‘With the exception of 
the Pope of Rome, their views of the con- 
stitution of civil magistracy are peculiar to 
themselves.”” These words imputed to me 
by Mr. D. were not used by me, and of 
course I can have no call to defend them.— 
¥ had no intention to associate the reformed 
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Presbytery with the Pope, any further than 
that they agreed in one point. Neither 
will the following words, which are those 
which were used by me, admit of any other 
interpretation. ‘‘The views of the Re- 
formed Presbytery about the constitution of 
civil magistracy are somewhat singular, and 
so far as known to the writer of this arti- 
cle, peculiar to themselves.” And it is 
subjoined in a note, ‘ perhaps his holiness 
of Rome,ought to be excepted.” And that 
my meaning might not be mistaken, I add- 
ed, that the popes held that all power, civil 
and ecclesiastical, was derived from them, 
and they considered they had a right to con- 
ter civil dominion, and to depose civil rulers 
according to their own pleasure. Particu- 
larly they looked upon any defection from 
the Romish church to be a sufficient reason 
for deposing magistrates. In like manner 
the Reformed Presbytery held that if any 
magistrate in a christian land, was deficient 
in adue measure of scriptural qualifications, 
of which the Presbytery were the sole judg- 
es, he thereby forfeited all right to his office. 
Now I think no candid person will de- 
ny that on this point there is a stnking coin- 
cidence between the pretensions of the Re- 
formed Presbytery, and those of his holiness 
of Rome. 

That there might be no mistake, I refer- 
red the reader, and again refer him, for my 
authority for imputing such pretensions to 
the popes, to Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical Histo- 
ry, vol. 3. p. 156. And for my authority 
for imputing these pretensions to the Re- 
formed Prolite, I refer him to their own 
Scotch Testimony, p. 192. I allow they 
founded their pretensions upon very differ- 
ent grounds. The popes claimed this au- 
thority as the vicars of Jesus Christ, and the 
Reformed Presbytery on the ground of their 
religious profession. It is also admitted that 
the claims of the popes were much more ex- 
travagant than those of the Reformed Pres- 
bytery. The popes laid claim to the whole 
world, while the Reformed Presbytery more 
modestly limited their pretensions to Scot- 
land alone. And finally, the popes were 
sometimes able to make good their preten- 
sions, which the Reformed have never yet 
been able to do. Yet it cannot be denied 
that they perfectly agreed in this one point, 
that the peculiarity of their religion gave 
them a right to dispose of the civil govern- 
ment. 

On this point their views were peculiar 
to themselves, and it is in vain for Mr. D. 
to refer to Magistracy Unveiled—to a -o 
tracy settled on its only true Scripture Be 
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sis, or to any ether of the long list of au- 
thors he has named, till he bring forward 
some evidence that they claimed a right to 
dispose of the civil government of a country, 
on the ground of their religious profession, 
which | rather think he will find some dith- 
culty to produce. 

2d. Mr. D. has charged me with saying 
“they (the Reformed church) refuse to pay 

taxes directly, by their own hand, but re- 
fuse not to do it indirectly, by the hands of 
wives and children.”” I however made no 
such assertion as this, for the Reformed have 
now happily got over such scruples. I did 
not speak of what they do now, but of what 
they did in former times, when they were 
more scrupulous than they are at present, 
about such matters. My words are these, 
‘They continued to testify,* against a di- 
rect and active, a free and voluntary paying 
of tribute, and other dues; but they allow- 
ed them to be paid indirectly. By this 
method a man might not pay taxes or tri- 
bute directly with his own hand, but he 
might do it indirectly by the hands of his 
wile or children, or acquaintance.”” By this 
it will be seen that 1 did not assert that Re- 
formed Presbyterians do, or that they ever 
did, pay taxes, by the hands of their wives 
or children. All that | asserted was that 
they did allow of paying them indirectly, 
and that they might pay them in this way, 
is not, and cannot, be denied. 

Mr. D. has mentioned that he has been 
brought up among them from his boyhood, 
and that he has read nearly all their books, 
and yet he has never read nor heard of such 
a thing. Now, allowing all this to be just 
as he has stated, it does not prove that such 
a practice did not exist: all that it can prove 
is Mr. D.’s own ignorance. I myself have 
neither enjoyed the benefit of being brought 
up among the Reformed, neither have | 
read all their books, and yet I have noticed 
the practice mentioned in some hooks, and 
also have heard it fully admitted by some of 
the Reformed, that it existed in former 
times. T 

It is well known that many of the mar- 
tyrs refused to pay the cess in the last years 
of the reign of the Stewarts, because it was 
to be used for the destruction of religion and 
liberty. When the revolution took place 
in 1688, those called the Reformed set out 
upon the principle of refusing to pay all tax- 
es of every description. And when they 

* See Testimony, p. 199. 

+ 1f Mr. D would look into the Testimony De- 
serted, and the Anti-government Scheme Reviews 
ed, he may see this practice noticed 
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took Mr. M’Millan for their minister, in 
1706, he openly professed that the paying 
of cess and other taxes was a national sin. 
But he soon found that this was a very in- 
convenient doctrine, and must have expos- 
ed such as held it to much loss, as the go- 
vernment continued to levy the taxes with 
expenses, regardless of their Reformed doc- 
trine. This led to the method of paying 
taxes involuntarily and indirectly. A me- 
thod by which they professed to disown 
the government, while they contributed te 
its support. But this was considered by a 
number of their people as a desertion of 
their Testimony, and which, to use a phrase 
of their own, led to a division of the “‘ rem- 
nant.”? The sub-division that left Mr. M’- 
Millan, kept a very watchful eye on their 
brethren who adhered to him. This ren- 
dered it necessary for them to be extremely 
cautious with respect to all they said and did 
on the subject of paying taxes. Did time 
permit I might enlarge a little on this sub- 
ject, but I find it is no way necessary, be- 
cause Mr. D. has admitted that there may 
be an involuntary payment, which is all that 
I asserted. 

Before | leave the subject, however, it may 
be worth while to take some notice of the man- 
ner in which he attempts to prove that this 
involuntary payment is consistent with Scrip- 
ture. The text he quotes in support of this 
dogma, is, Rom. xii. 5—‘ Be subject not 
only for wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.”? 
‘* Subject for conscience’ sake, is obedience 
in all duty to civil rulers as the ministers of 
God and the ordinance of God. But sub- 
ject for wrath’s sake, is an involuntary, or 
rather, compulsory subjection, (when it can 
be done without violating the claims of con- 
science,) to prevent greater evil. If this 
be not the apostle’s meaning, I confess my 
incapacity to comprehend his language.”™* 


This is certainly a very misty exposition of 


a very plain passage of Scripture, and if 
Mr. D.’s reputation for discernment were 
made to depend upon it, I think he would 
have some cause to ai the credit of his 
capacity. It is too manifest to admit of any 
doubt, that in these words the apostle incul- 
cates the observance of a duty, viz. to ba 
subject from two motives: First, for wrath’s 
sake, or fear of punishment in case they 
should neglect it. And, Secondly, for con- 
science’ sake, or from a sense of duty to 
God, by whose authority it is required.— 
This seems to me to be the only consistent 
interpretation of the passage. At all events 
* Religious Monitor, p. 76. 
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it has this advaniage that it does not make 
the apostle contradict himself, like the inter- 
pretation put upon it by Mr. D., who repre- 
sents the apostle as exhorting the Romans 
to perform a commanded duty from regard 
to God’s authority, and at the same time 
telling them to be sure and do it against 
their wills; whereas it appears to be his de- 
sign to persuade them to do it willingly and 
not involuntarily. 

But the fact is, to talk of paying taxes 
jnvoluntarily, is perfectly absurd. And it 
is quite evident that if it be sinful to pay 
them, then to pay them involuntarily to pre- 
vent greater evil, which is simply to save 
expense, is just to say it is better to support 
what is considered an unscriptural govern- 
ment than to suffer loss or inconvenience. 
Or in other words, it is better to sin than to 
suffer the loss of money. 

3d. The next thing deserving of notice, 
is, what is called ‘“Sueering at the qualifi- 
cations of civil rulers.”” Here | am some- 
thing at a loss to comprehend how I can 
have drawn on myself this reproof. I am 
not conscious of having spoken otherwise 
than respectfully of the word of God, and 
so far from being opposed to magistrates 
having scriptural qualifications, 1 have al- 


ways held out the idea that the more of 


these any civil ruler may possess, he is just 
so much the better for it. There is no dis- 
pute on this point, that they should be just, 
and should rule in the fear of the Lord. | 
am, therefore, somewhat surprised that Mr. 
D. should have so far misunderstood me as 
to suppose, for a moment, that I did not ful- 
ly admit that the texts which he enumerates 
point out the qualifications of civil magis- 
trates. I allow, indeed, that I have not al- 
ways been able to keep from smiling at 
some of the high pretensions of our Reform- 
ed brethren, and at the way in which some 
of them have accommodated the Scriptures 
to their own views. But there is a great 
difference between a failing in respect for 
the word of God, and in ridiculing the vis- 
ionary glosses of those who profane it. This 
last is both just and proper, as the ingenious 
Mr. Paschal clearly proves from the exam- 
ple of holy men in all ages. 

I have more than once asserted, in my 
former communications, that the right of set- 
ting up magistrates is in the people, who, 
as the Reformed have said, are the interme- 
diate voice of God, and no doubt it is their 
incumbent duty in executing this right, to 
make use of all the light they can get, both 
from reason.and ae. ton so that there is 
mm nevi of any lind ef logic whatever to 
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reconcile any part of my papers with the 
texts quoted by Mr. D., because they al- 
ready agree. 

I have thought it rather strange that Mr. 
D. should find so much fault with Seceders 
for speaking of the light of nature. The 
apostle Paul speaks of the work of the law 
written in men’s hearts; and what some 
might think better authority, Mr. Fairly, 
one of the fathers of the Reformed church, 
speaks of people being obliged by the light 
and law of nature.* And Thorburn, in his 
Vindicie, p. 167, another father of the 
same church, says—‘*The Scripture requires 
no other qualifications as essential to the 
magistrate than what are required in the 
original law of nature.” So that Seceders 
are not alone in the use they make of the 
law and light of nature. But surely there 
can be no impropriety in speaking of the 
law or light of nature, nor in persons avail- 
ing themselves of it as far as they are able, 
for the light of nature is not opposed to rev- 
elation, but agrees with it so far as it goes. 
The Bible confirms what is taught by the 
light of nature ; so that if magistracy be in- 
stituted in the law of nature, the institution 
is confirmed and explained by the light of 
Revelation. 

1 am not so much surprised at Mr. D.’s 
speaking so lightly as he does of the com- 
mon sense of mankind, because common 
sense has been reckoned a commodity some- 
what rare among writers of a certain per- 
suasion. But I made use of the expression 
from seeing it ence in the Testimony of the 
Reformed Presbytery: I did this not with 
any view to set it in opposition to the word 
of God, for no doubt if the common sense of 
mankind should be found opposed to the 
word of God, its decisions ought to be re- 


jected; yet it can be nothing against a thing 


that it is agreeable both to the word of God 
and to the common sense of mankind. If I 
mistake not this must have been the opin- 
ion of the Reformed Presbytery, otherwise 
I can hardly think they would have appeal- 
ed to it. I had remarked that the Presby- 
tery expected their Reformed magistrate to 
purge out of his dominions all blasphemers, 
idolators, and false worshippers; that is, all 
kinds of worshippers except the Reformed 
Presbytery and their adherents; and that 
this wasan exercise of the magistrate’s pow- 
er to which the common sense of mankind 
has always been greatly averse, especially 
when it has been employed against them- 
selves. Mr. D. in defending the notions ot 
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the Reformed, has referred us to the prac- 
tice of the Reforming kings of Judah. Of 
the conduct of these kings we cordially ex- 
press our entire approbation. But there is 
one thing in which Reformed Presbyterians, 
and Mr. D. among the rest, have entirely 
failed, that is, to shew that God has given 
them the same authority to purge out those 
of every other religious persuasion but them- 
selves, that he gave to the kings of Judah 
to purge out of their dominions all false wor- 
shippers. Till they bring forward some bet- 
ter evidence than they have ever yet done, 
that they are clothed with the same authori- 
ty as the kings of Judah, mankind will, no 
doubt, very properly object to Reformed 
Presbyterians attempting to exercise It. 

I pass over, without any observation, the 
quotations made by Mr. D. from the Dis- 
play of the Principles of the Associate Pres- 
bytery, together with his misrepresentation 
of them, because they have been already so 
often vindicated. And as to what remains, 
I nearly agree with him. He says he 
thinks it would have been a more worthy 
undertaking to have shewn wherein the two 
churches are agreed. But the fact is, to 
show wherein they differ amounts to much 
the same thing. For suppose I had begun 
by shewing wherein they were agreed, I 
must have come to the differences at last. 
Now I thought it better to begin with the 
differences, that when these were removed 
there might be no cause for dissention, and 
that uninterrupted peace and harmony might 
prevail. Besides, were any further defence 
of my communications necessary, Mr. D. 
might easily find it in the conduct of the 
Reformed Synod, who set the example by 
publishing the correspondence, for all the 
‘‘firebrands and arrows of death” that J 
have cast, are only a few that I have pick- 
ed up and thrown back, but which were first 
cast by that Reverend and peaceful body. 
with Mr. D. I heartily concur in wishing 
for an end of all strife, and that watchmen 
may lay aside all prejudice and partiality ; 
and finally, I most cordially join with him in 
wishing that some better qualified may give 
a more correct as well as expanded view of 
the matters in dispute. 


—_—— 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
(Continued from page 141.) 
Tue increase of the spirit of Popery leads 
by an easy transition to think what may be 
the issue as to the two witnesses. The 
consideration of this subject requires, I ac- 
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knowledge, the uimost diflidence and cir- 
cumspection ; because in itself it is of the 
greatest weight, good and great men have 
already spoken their sentiments upon it, from 
whom I may be constrained to differ; and 
because in speaking of things yet future, 
there seems to be a tendency in the human 
mind to go more upon mere hypothesis than 
upon the written word. It is seldom wise 
or safe to speak of things yet future with 
great minuteness, or in absolute terms, or of 
the precise time, manner, or circumstances ; 
but it would be unpardonable to omit alto- 
gether so many indications of an approach- 
ing crisis, in witness-bearing, as appear in 
our times. 

The crisis to which I refer is that killing 
of the witnesses predicted, Revelation xi. 7. 
This is believed by many to be already past. 
They think it took place in the bloody mas- 
sacres of the Protestants that were in Ger- 
many, Switzerland, France, Scotland, Eng- 
land, &e. shortly after the Reformation.— 
But all have found some difficulty in making 
these events to be the completion of the pro- 
phecy. Some have been puzzled to make it fall 
about the predicted time, and therefore have 
made a sort of provision for it in dating the 
commencement of the 1260 days. Others 
have been put to it to find the witnesses ly- 
ing dead on the street of the great city 
THREE DAYS AND A HALF. And others 
to find a resurrection that agreed in kind 
with the antecedent death. Krom which it 
would seem that they have not found the 
key of that prophecy. That these cruel 
persecutions were included in the ‘ war’? 
which the beast was to make upon the saints, 
is beyond a doubt, but that it was “ the kil- 
ling”? of the witnesses is not soevident. It 
seems to have been taken for granted by 
most who have written on this prophecy, 
that the killing of the nopy was the killing 
of the witness, but with all due respect to 
them, I think this is not granted by the 
text, and if it is not, the whole of their in- 
terpretation is overthrown, for this seems to 
be its foundation. I observe nothing in that 
11th chapter that warrants us to think so. 
It does not hold them up to us as men, 
but as witnesses, and all that is said is pre- 
dicated of them as such. Under this char- 
acter they are introduced into the sacred 
narrative, and in this also they are with- 
drawn from our view. This does not ex- 
press a nature, but only a moral obligation 
to tell the whole truth so far as is known, 
and nothing else, and a spirit of mind accord- 
ant with it. They are also called prophets, 
a term of similar import. It is sometimes 
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applied to those whose duty it is to foretell 
the truth. But in the New Testament it 
is as often applied to them whose duty it is 
to declare the truth as revealed, or in other 
words to preach the gospel and perform all 
the duties of the gospel minister 5 this, there- 
fore, is but a term of office. They are call- 
ed **two olive trees, and the two candle- 
sticks.” ‘This last term is expressly appli- 
ed, (ch. 1. ver. 2°.) to the church in which 
the hight of giace is kept constantly burn- 
ing. Be the par: able of the ten virgins, (Math. 
ch. 25.) a similar figure is employe od to ex- 
press the light of grace as ap pe aring in their 
profession. And it is not diilicult to see that 
the officers a the church, through whose 
ministry the oil of grace is conve yed to her, 
are meant by the olive trees. The period 
of their continuance be longs not to an ac- 
count of men. 1260 days, by the common 
consent of interpreters, mean as many years, 
which seem to run parallel to the ec a 
ance of the beast, their enemy, ch. 
By this term of 1260 days, is not to a un- 
derstood the whole period of their existence, 
but only the time of their sorest trials, dur- 
ing which they shall be often threatened 
with destruction, and it is to assure them 
that they shall, notwithstanding these trou- 
bles, continue that time. Their power, de- 
scribed in the 5th and 6th verses, does not 
agree to an account of man, but toa party 
living in near fellowship with God, and pre- 
vailing much with him in prayer, like Mo- 
ses and Elijah ; and like them, too, boldly 
bearing witness to the truth, by which the 
wicked among the kindreds, and nations, 
and formal hypocrites in the visible church, 
are greatly tormented. See ver. 10. Nor 
ean the ** fire proceeding out of thais mouth 
and devouring their enemies, and in that 
manner killing them, or their smiting the 
earth with all plagues, be literally under- 
stood. Therefore, it seems plain, that this 
killing, (ver. 7.) must be such as a witness 
is susceptible of—such as causes the witness- 
ing spirit to depart, leaving them only the 
visible form. As the killing of the body is 
not the killing of the witness ; so this killing 
of the witnesses does not necessarily sup- 
pose bloodshed, and it can be effe cted with- 
out it altogether. When such violence ts 
used on man as makes the soul leave the 
body, we say he is killed, and if such power 
should be exerted, no matter by what means, 
upon a witnessing body as would cause a 
witnessing spirit to leave it, might we not, 
with equal propriety, say that the witness is 
killed. 

Their enemy, the beast, fell into this 
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same mistake. He thought by his horrid 
inquisition, his secret plots and open war 
against peaceable Christians, to kill the wit- 
nesses, but he has never gained an inch of 
ground by these means. ‘The ashes of the 
martyrs have still been the seed of the 
church. Like the children of Israel, the 
more they were oppressed, the more they 
grew. The y held their testimony with the 
utmost firmness amidst the flames. And al- 
though their soul left the body, their witness. 
ing spirit shouted viet ry. * And they 
overcome him by the blood of the Lamb and 
the word of their testimony, and they /uved 
not their lives unto the death.” ch. xii. 11. 
So then these bloody massacres, which some 
think was the killing of the witnesses, was 
their vu tory, and the beast’s defeat. Other 
weapons than these must be employed before 
that can be achieved. And I believe this 
view of these persecutions will be found'strict- 
ly agreeable to the experience of the Pro- 
testant churches in persecuting times. Their 
love to truth, and their faithfulness and bold- 
ness in its defence, were only purified and 
encreased by these severe trials. 

Some may think it necessary that an an- 
swer should be given here to the question, 
Who are the Witnesses ? I reply, that they 
are not to be sought in one denomination, or 
in two ; nor in any particular nation, or age 
of the world. But they are simply the true 
church of God, possessing any measure of 
a witnessing spirit. W hen He erected his 
church shortly after the fall, He immediate- 
ly subpeenaed her as his Witness, and she is 
to remain on the stand till the grand contro- 
versy between Him and the serpent be de- 

cided. She was expressly called to testify 
to the leading truth in dispute under the law. 
Isa. xiii. 10. 12. and xliv. 8. And for a list 
of the particular points to which she has tes- 
tified, before the coiaing of Christ, | refer the 
vender to the xi. chap. of the Heb. She ts 
the same party that is called on to witness 
for God in the New Testament throughout. 
She has always been the few, but still suf- 
ficient, to establish the truth in question.— 
And I know of none else whom God calls 
“* His witnesses”? among mankind. To act 
in character, she ought to appear publicly 
and expressly as a witness, and besides oc- 
casional testimonies, she ought to have a 
stated judicial one. Yet where this is ne- 
clected, there may still be a measure of a 
witnessing spirit, and she may be entitled to 
be considered a living Witness. 

But the question, Whatis adead Wit- 
ness ? seems as necessary to be answered ; 
and without attempting to fix the precise 
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line between the living and the dead, I re- 
mark in general, that it is a church having 
the outward forms of a witnessing body, 
hut no power or life in them. She may 
have a form of sound words respecting faith 
and practice, but she is not moved and ani- 
mated by the proper spirit of it. Her heart 
and mind have left it ; it is not her terms of 
fellowship at the Lord’s table. The sub- 
scribing of it by her ministry becomes a 
mere ceremony. If she has a testimony in 
form, it is likewise dead. Sound clear and 
minute in its details, but it wants the spirit. 
it moves not from the shelf. 

When the latitudinarian rabble come in 
like a flood, and set forth a different measure- 
ment of the ‘* temple, the altar, and them 
that worship therein,” from that of the 
“reed,” otherwise, the word of God; ox, 
when they propose to have them without any 
measure at all, the dead witness says no- 
thing against it. She is all compliance.— 
When they break down the wall of the ho- 
ly city, and trample it-under foot, she makes 
no complaint. She has no spirit to contend 
for any thing. She is all for peace. 

The character and form of prophets (min- 
isters of the gospel) remain, and they pro- 
phesy too, but no “ fire” proceeds out 
of their mouth, however much any man may 
hurt or injure them. They are harmless 
prophets, who mean not to ‘ torment a sin- 
cle creature, far less ‘ nations and kin- 
dreds,” and set the world in an uproar by 
their cutting testimony. Far be it from 
them to smite the earth with all or with any 
plagues.”” They prophesy ‘‘ smooth things, 
and their constant cry is, “ peace, peace.” 
Between such, and those witnesses who tri- 
umphed amid the flames, there is as great 
a difference as between the dead and the liv- 
ing. But I remark farther on the prophecy, 
that a fair and natural interpretation requires 
that we understand the resurrection of these 
witnesses to be correspondent in its nature 
to their killing. This seems so obvious a 
rule of interpretation that it needs no illus- 
tration. The words expressing it are— 
‘* The Spirit of life from God entered into 
them, and they stood upon their feet ;”— 
which I understand to be the Holy Ghost 
poured forth in copious measure, as the spi- 
rit of truth and holiness, of faith and love, 
and of all grace characteristic of life, by 
which the churches that were so dead to the 
interest of truth before, will show them- 
selves alive to it again, and to all divine in- 
stitutions, and the whole interests of the Re- 
deemer. In adherence to the whole truth 
of God, in zeal for the purity of instituted 


worship, and Christian communion, and in 
activities for promotion of vital godliness, 
they will equal those in former times, who 
‘were beheaded for the word of God 
and for the testimony of Jesus.”? This in- 
terpretation, while it agrees with the antece- 
dent killing, seems to agree also with all 
the parailel texts in the Old and New Tes- 
taments, that speak concerning this great 
and wonderful revival of the church, espe- 
cially chap. xx. 4. But if the bloody per- 
secutions referred to, be the killing of the 
witnesses, this will not agree to it at all, 
neither has any thing happened as yet that 
will agree. For it would require nothing 
less than a proper resurrection of the body, 
which some indeed expect at the beginning 
of the millennium, but without evidence.— 
Whatever may be the particulars included 
in their being called to “* come up hither, 
and their ascending to heaven in a cloud,” 
I shall not take on me to say. The day will 
best explain it. But one thing seems man- 
ifest, viz. that it will place them henceforth, 
or at least during the millennial period, be- 
yond the reach of their enemies ; doubtless 
as much so as heaven is above the reach of 
the earth to annoy or trouble it in any man- 
ner of way. The warfare of the witnesses 
will then be accomplished. Their sackcloth 
will be loosed, and they will be girded with 


gladness. They will exchange the spirit of 


heaviness for the garments of praise. Ene- 
mies they wi/l have, as bitter and murder- 
ous as ever, and with great anguish and 
rancour will they “ behold them, but in their 
impotency they shall be able to do nothing.” 
And if the fore cited passage, (ch. xx. 4.) set 
forth the witnesses in their ascended state, 
which to me it seems plainly to do, this 
view seems to harmonize with it. There 
they have the throne. The kingdom, and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, is given to them ; 
and they five and reign with Christ, which, 
if itmeans any thing, means that they shall 
then be beyond the reach of their enemies. 
But now let me ask, has God’s church been 
at any time brought so low as the witnesses 
when killed ? Has there been a time since 
popery began, in which « has not been tor- 
mented by their pointed testimony borne 
against it ? Has there been a time during 
that period, in which innovations on the tem- 
ple, the altar, and them that worship there- 
in, have been suffered to take place without 
any opposition from the witnesses ? 1 know 
of none, even to the present hour, in which 
they have fallen so low as not to * cause 
some fire to proceed out of their mouth,” 
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and ‘* torment them that dwell upon the 
earth.” And that they have not yet as- 
cended beyond the reach of their enemies, 
is too well attested by their own experience 
to require any proof. If bloody persecution 
is, in a great measure, laid aside, it cannot 
be shown that there has been a moment’s 
secession of hostility ; there has been mere- 
ly a change in the mode of warfare, and 
the present is the most destructive. There- 
fore I infer that they are not yet killed. 

I come now to inquire what Signs there 
are at present of that event approaching.— 
And I solicit the reader’s attention to the 
following things, viz: The declining stute 
of the witnesses ; the progress which they 
have now made in their testimony ; the 
enemy destined to kill them again appearing 
on the field ; and the fitness of the weapons 
which hs now brings to accomplish this hell- 
ish purpose. 

First. The strength of the witnesses is 
for gone. They have yet their sight in some 
degree. They see many encroachments 
made and making on the order of the house 
of God, and they have strength enough to 
show that they are not satisfied. But to be ve- 
ry greatly alarmed, or to make a resolute stand 
against them, or any great sacrifice in the 
behalf of the good old paths, seems to be 
above their ability. After a few ineffectual 
complaints and murmurs, they are frequent- 
ly observed to fall quiet, and allow all things 
to take what course they may. They will 
tell you they are tired of controversy. In 
many places on their lines, they are letting 
the sword of the spirit fall out of their hand ; 
nor are they making any great effort to re- 
cover it. The enemy advances upon them 
with his sophisms and his subtleties, and 


they scarcely make an attempt to ward off 


the blow by the law and the testimony, but 
after an unsuccessful struggle, by some car- 
nal weapon, yield the pot. Let any one 
consider with how little opposition the nume- 
rous abominable innovations in faith and 
practice, that have been broached during the 
last thirty or forty years, have made their 
way into the Reformed Churches, and com- 
ang: it with the bold and resolute stand made 

y the same party, in persecuting times, 
against comparatively less things, and then 
say whether or not the witnesses be not now 
exceedingly weak. 

. How peacefully has a spurious charity 
been allowed to undermine the truth. How 
rapidly and victoriously has Societism been 
permitted to invade the province of the wit- 
nesses, and scarcely a voice has been lifted 
against it, while the huge multitude applaud 








MONITOR 226 


it. How feeble the testimony against free 
communion. Had such attempts been made 
upon the church in reforming times, the 

would have been resisted even unto blood, 
But had the witnesses of our times then liy- 
ed, it is hardly too much to say, that the 
world would never have heard of either 
Reformation or Persecution. 

How languid the fire that proceeds out of 
the mouth of the two prophets ; it is scarce. 
ly capable of doing any serious injury to the 
enemy. It is cooled down almost to his 
bearing. How rare now is plain and point- 
ed dealing with the consciences of men, from 
the pulpit or < where else. And that spi- 
rit of prayer, by which the heavens have 
been shut, alas, how low, and feeble, has it 
become. Another melancholy evidence of 
the declining state of the witnesses, is, that 
their main concern seems to be confined to 
their own safety. Their public spirit seems 
almost departed. Their concern for the ge- 


neral cause, and for the welfare of future 


generations, seems to have nearly ceased. 
Else, why so careless and indifferent in teach- 
ing the testimony and the law to the chil- 
dren. What would be thought of the war- 
like nation that would use no means to make 
up the deficiency of its army by new re- 


cruits? Would we not suppose it had 


thoughts of a capitulation, or surrender, 
at discretion ? It is easy to apply this to the 
case of the witnesses. 

In fine, most of these remarks will apply 
even to those who stand their ground the 
best. Even they begin to flag. Their zeal 
and watchfulness are both relaxed from what 


they once were. Many of them, I fear, are | — 
sorely wounded by the enemy. Forbear- | 


ance on points of truth or duty! whence 
comes it ? Surely not from the spirit of either. 
A testimony not a term of Christian fellow- 
ship! what is it? It has been stabbed to 
the heart. Iv 1s A DEAD CARCASS. 
Second. It will be of use to consider 
what progress they have made in their tes- 
timony. For when a witness has answer- 
ed all questions, and testified to every point 
within his knowledge, he is ready to be dis- 
missed. And the prophecy under consider- 
tion states, that it is “ when they shall have 


finished their their: testimony,”’ they are to 


fall. Some, in order to accommodate the 
text to the events in which they suppose 
the killing to have taken place, Hes 3 it, 
‘* When they shall be ebout to finish their 
testimony ;”’ and | grant that the original 
word may sometimes be so rendered, but 
our translation agrees much better with God’s 
design in introducing his witnesses. For it 
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would not be equal to human wisdom, much 
less divine, to allow a witness to be dismiss- 
ed before he had testified to all he knew in 
the case, in other words, till he had finished 
his testimony. | shall briefly state what they 
have already declared. First, before Christ 
came, the point to which they were chiefly 
called to testify, was, that ‘* the Lord ne is 
God,” and that “ there is none beside him.” 
And to this they did testify, all their back- 
slidings notwithstanding. Then against the 
unbelieving Jews they testified that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Christ. And a little after, 
against the Cerinthians and Ebionites, that 
he was the eternal, only begotton Son of 
God. Against the Gnostics and the Docete 
they testified to the reality of his human na- 
ture, and his sufferings. Against the seve- 
ral sects that rose in the fifth and sixth cen- 
turies, they testified that his human and di- 
vine natures are perfectly distinct. Against 
the Nestorians, who also made their appear- 
ance in the fifth century, they testified that 
these two distinct natures subsist in only one 
person. Against Arius, who flourished in 
the beginning of the fourth century, and his 
followers, they have long testified that there 
are three persons in the Godhead—the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Gost, and that 
these three are one in essence, equal in pow- 
er and glory. They have also long iestified 
that a covenant was made with Adam, in 
the name of all his posterity—that his fall 
has made them all to be guilty and depraved 
as soon as they exist, and that infants are 
shapen in sin and conceived in iniquity — 
that the law does in no sense or degree qual- 
ify men for the kingdom of heaven, and since 
it was a broken covenant, has no promises, 
but a curse on/y—that the resurrection does 
follow in virtue of Christ’s resurrection— 
that God has no respect in the dispensing of 
his grace, toour merits, for we have none— 
and that divine, supernatural grace, is abso- 
lutely necessary to every act that will be 
acceptable to God, and that free will is ut- 
terly incompetent to produce it ; against the 
Pelagians : and that God does dispense his 
grace according to an eternal, absolute, and 
particular decree of election, passing some, 
and bestowing it on others. That Christ 
did not die for all mankind, but for his elect 
only—that salvation is not actually offered 
to all the human family—that man, before 
conversion, is aot capable of faith or ho- 
ly desires, and that he cannot resist the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, against Semi- 
Pelsgians and Arminians. And that those 
who are once united to Christ by faith, can- 
not totally or finally fall from a state of grace. 
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and that no believer reaches perfect holiness 
or can live without sin in this world,— 
against Arminians, under different names. 
They have testified that Christ is offered in 
the gospel, to all that hear, absolutely free— 
*‘ without money and without price.””—that 
he made a proper and perfect atonement in 
the room of his elect—and that his righte- 
ousness, imputed and received by faith, is 
the only ground on which God will justify 
any sinner—that all good works are the ne- 
cessary fruits of such a justification—the na- 
ature, origin, and effects of justifying faith— 
the obedience which Christians owe to unbe- 
lieving magistrates, and that Christ is the 
only head of the church, have all been de- 
clared. ‘That Presbytery is the only scrip- 
tural form of church government ; also, the 
right use of the sacraments, the ordinance of 
praise and prayer, together with every thing 
pertaining to the order of the church, have 
been witnessed to in the most public and so- 
lemn manner possible, and sealed with the 
blood of the witnesses. And the obligation 
of the church to appear as a formal Witness, 
under a solemn oath, in behalf of every truth 
of God, has been also set forth. While she 
was called to testify to many of these singly 
as they arose, she has had continually to 
increase the articles of her testimony, that it 
might fully meet the increasing opposition, 
until it embraces the whole system of truth 
and practice together, which is now the ob- 
ject of one combined and systematic attack. 
The Being of a God, the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Trinity of Persons in the 
Unity of Essence, the Divinity of Christ, 
the extent and reality of His Atonement ; 
together with the whole doctrines of grace, 
the government, the worship, the discipline, 
and every other thing belonging to the in- 
stitutions of the Gospel—yea, and the very 
being of a regular church, and church courts, 
are now sustaining a simultaneous attack ; and 
to all these is she now called to direct her 
testimony. Does not this look as though 
this was the finishing of their testimony ? 
Whether the present onset may be of long 
or short continuance, is not revealed, and 
cannot be precisely known ; but certainly it 
seems difficult to think of any thing peculiar 
to revealed religion, after testimony 1s given 
to the truths presently in dispute, that will 
remain to be testified to. 

Third: The enemy destined to kill the Wit- 
nesses, is called ** the Beast that ascendeth out 
of the bottomless pit.”” This beast is described 
at large, (ch. xii.) and it can be none other 
than Anti-Christ. This will not be disputed by 
any Protestant. It is a fact too, that cannot. 
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with any face, be denied, that a bitter enmi- 
ty against every thing like faithfulness to 
truth, is now widely prevailing. If the Gos- 
pel be preached (as it ought to be) for a 
testimony to all nations—lIf a regard to truth 
and consistency be manifested in private life, 
or any other part of the witnesses’ duty be 
insisted on, it is ioaded with opprobium in 
almost every corner of Protestant Christen- 
dom. But it is needless to adduce argu- 
ments to prove what every lover of truth is 
made to bel. And | have endeavoured, in 
a former part, to show that all this hatred and 
opposition to the witnesses, though coming 
forth in a new dress, is nothing else than 
the same spir't of Popery or Anti-Christ 
which has vented its malice against them all 
along. 

Here, then, we perceive our deadly foe 
upon the field—recovered from the wounds 
which the Reformers and Martyrs inflicted 
on him, mustering his forces, and causing his 
voice to be heard from one end of the land 
to the other. He has profitted by his for- 
mer defeats. His weapons are skilfully con- 
trived for the most vulnerable parts ; the dis- 
position of his forces shows that he has taken 
the dimensions of his antagonist accurately. 
Like Julian, when he set himself to restore 
ancient idolatry, he does not come forth open- 


ly to do it, nor create alarm, but with good 


words and fair speeches. But his hatred is 
more deadly, if possible, and his measures 
tenfold more to be dreaded; while he him- 
self is intrenched behind so many plausible 
professions, and ostensible ends, that it is 
more difficult than ever to reach him. And 
he is acquainted with the weapons of the 
Witnesses, for they have no new ones, and 
has long stood exposed to all their arguments, 
and all their texts, and sound distinctions, till 
at length he is become hardened against them 
all, and they are now like an arrow shot 
against the rock. What else than death can 
the feeble Witnesses expect from an enemy 
so hostile and so powerful / 

Fourth : Let us consider a little his weapons. 
He has already tried what fire and torture of 
every sort would do, and has nearly laid them 
aside, not from any sympathy or relenting 
towards the peaceable Witnesses, but because 
they did not answer the purposes. And if 
ever an opportunity should occur to use them 
again, without hazarding his purpose to de- 
feat, it will not be for lack of cruel malice, 
if they are not used. But the time is not 
yet come. Other weapons must be used, at 
present. And I remark, that one of his 
weapons is, Public Opinion. 

By this means monarchy “and despotism 
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have been shaken to pieces, and half of the 
world revolutionized. It has altered the 
litical relation of one nation to another : 
changed the principles and the channels of 
commerce, anid almost new modled society. 
And it has come to be so powerful a weapon 
that any thing within the power of man to 
accomplish, may be achieved by it. Only 
get public opinion enlisted on the side of any 
enterprize, 20 matter what, and if man can 
do it, it will be done. And the old serpent 
is fully aware of this, and is bringing it to 
bear against the duty and the spirit of wit- 
nessing for truth. 

One opinion that he has got up for this 
end, is, that the government, and the order 
of the Reformation Churches, are somewhat 
akin to the aristocratic and despotic forms of 
government in those nations where they 
have been situated, and therefore it is ne- 
cessary that the former should be revolution- 
ized as well as the latter. A spirit of inno- 
vation has gone forth, and every thing must 
submit to be taken down and put up again 
in the newest fashion. Luther, Calvin, 
Knox, &c. were great men, and might be 
well qualified to lead in their own times, but 
they are nothing to us. Their opinions, and 
the decisions of Synods and Councils, Confes- 
sions and Platforms, have no fitness for our 
times. Their way of expounding scripture 
and of preaching sermons, will no longer an- 
swer. Their distinctions and phrases shall 
receive no respect. 

Another opinion that has been got up, 
though it has not progressed so far as the 
foregoing, is, that as this is the age of great 
discovery, and mighty improvements are on 
the march, why may there not be discove- 
ries made in religion too, and improvements 
made in its modes and forms, by which they 
might be more suited to the spirit of the 
times. May there not be improvements made 
in the analyzing of the sacred text? in 
preaching, in praising, &c. ? 

Another opinion is, that we ought to al- 
low every man to have as good grounds for 
his particular belief as we have for ours.— 
To claim the authority of scripture for our 
own and refuse it to all contrary sentiments, 
is accounted unchristian, and intollerable bi- 
gotry. This opinion has obtained a great 
multitude of supporters. 

Another opinion is, that if the heart be 
right, it does not matter a great deal what 
the sentiments in the head may be, (as tho’ 
this were possible.) Even grave professors 
take it for granted, and exhort their pupils 
to obtain right feelings as the way to right 
sentiments. And that common belief tha 
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it matters not what denomination we belong 
to, as we are all travelling the same road, is 
only this same opinion carried a little farther 
out. 

Again, the opinion that revealed truths are 
to be classed into essentia’s and non-essen- 
tials, has a wide range. Perhaps it has en- 
listed two thirds of the christian community. 
And it has been put into operation to a vast 
extent, and brought forth effects correspond- 
ing to its nature. 

Another is, that preaching is hardly worth 
the name, unless it move the feelings. The 
moving of themis deemed a very great mat- 
ter in the account of experimental religion, 
and to the enlargement of the church, and 
therefore ne wonder if regular going ma- 
chinery has been set up to affect them. An- 
other opinion of the day is, that mysterious 
subjects and disputed points ought to be let 
alone ; and that it is only bigotry and party 
spirit that will meddle with them. 

Another, that giving great sums of mo- 
ney to purposes ostensibly for religion, is a 
proof ef great piety in the giver. ‘ The 
world thinks much of its money,” say they, 
‘and would not part with it, unless moved 
by some powerful principle, such as that of 


religion 

To name no more. It is an opinion, 
though not so often or boldly avowed as 
some of the others, that the end sanctifies 
the means. —That it is no harm, for exam- 
ple, to write and publish a fabrication if it 
would produce good effects, and set men a 
thinking seriously. These and others akin 
to them are spreading in every direction, 
and seeking their way into every part of 
society. 

Now to be certain what effect they are pro- 
ducing on the witnesses, we need only suppose 
them brought into complete and general ope- 
ration. Let any one of them, much more 
all of them together, bear rule ; and where 
Task, could any thing like a witnessing 
spirit have place within its domains ? 

To suppose itand them to stand together, 
is to suppose that two contraries may agree, 
which is absurd and impossible. The wit- 
nessing spirit must, on that sad, that dismal 
day, take its leave and depart. 

If these were mere inoperative opinions, 
the danger to be dreaded from them would 
be the less; but this is not the case. Opi- 
nions that men value, remain inactive no 
longer than the want of strength and opor- 
tunity oblige ; the moment these are acquir- 
ed they begin to show themselves. The 
strength of opinion depends much on the 
number that embrace it. When that num- 
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ber becomes the majority, opinion steps forth 
in some popular measure. And this has 
come to be another powerful weapon in the 
hand of the enemy, viz: Popular Measures. 
And most, if not all, of the popular measures, 
in the concerns of religion, have originated 
from some of these opinions specified, or 
others very closely allied to them. The 
principal of these have been already men- 
tioned. The Sabbath School System—Bi- 
ble—Missionary—Education—Tract Socie- 
ties, and all other societies that concern 
themselves in the business of the church, 
and the whole auxiliary apparatus belonging 
to them—the practice of all that believe 
the essentials, holding visible fellowship in 
sealing ordinances—the union of churches 
formed on the coneession of truth or duty on 
either sile—the No Creed System—are all 
popular measures. And they are all expressly, 
or by necessary consequence, Waring against 
the twe witnesses, and their progress is the 
advance of death towards the latter. They 
are intended to do away “ sectarianism” 
and bring all to coalesce upon the essentials 
of the gospel. That is in plain terms, te 
drive the witnesses from their out-works to 
the citadel. Nor will they be suffered te 
remain even there. The same enemy that 
hath driven them to their citadel (the essen- 
tials) will foree them to surrender i¢ also, 
and so perish. Yes, even these esseniiais, 
are in sundry places of the Reformation 
churches, already given up, and the wit- 
nesses have sunk lifeless at the feet of the 
foe; and their carcases smell far and wide 
of the dead corruption of Arian and Socinian 
heresy. For it is not possible to follow up 
these popular opinions to their legitimate con- 
sequences and stop on this side of downright 
Atheism, because the principle upon which 
any truth can be given up is one upon 
which atu truth together can be given up. 

Where, | ask again, will there be place 
for witnessing, when these popular measures, 
especially the free communion, and the No 
Creed measures, are fully matured and adopt- 
ed, and have produced their full effects ? 
Let him who can, point it out. Another 
deadly weapon in the hand of the enemy is, 
very fair promises and very plausible pre- 
tensions. These are to him like shield and 
helmet, impenetrable, until at least he gets in- 
to the heart of the witnessing camp, and then 
it istoo late. He is doing away bigotry and 
the power of names, and bringing every man 
to think for himself, and *to be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind.” 

This is his pretence for putting down 
creeds and @onfessions. He js bringing a!! 
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things back to the eriginal, simple standard, 
the Bible. The Bible is his creed. He 
wants Bible Christians. He is giving Bible 
Education. He is pretending to remove 
mountains, fo fill up valleys, and open innu- 
merable new channels for the waters of life 
to flow down to all the nations of the earth. 
Can any thing better or greater be proposed ? 
And who has ability to detect the insinceri- 
ty or want of uprightness that 1s in all this? 
None upon earth ; and thousands, forgetting 
that all things ought to be proved by the 
Word alone, are ¢aptivated by this fine mani- 
festo, and right off enter his lines. And 
many who cannot be so led, are yet struck 
dumb, by these good words and fair 
speeches ; and others conclude it is because 
they have the wrong cause, and so are 
caught by the popular delusion. 

Another powerful weapon is, the misap- 
plication of terms, and especially of scrip- 
ture terms. By this means the witnesses 
are frequently deceived just as a sentinel is 
when the enemy has got possession of his 
watch-word and counter sign. When they 
hear the use that is made of such phrases and 
terms of doctrine as—‘ total depravity”— 
“work of the Spirit”—‘‘ conversion”— 
* doctrines of grace””—*‘ orthodox,” &c. it is 
difficult for them to think that they are not 
in the company of true friends to Reforma- 
tion principles and practices. And by this 
means, the unsuspecting and unthinking are 
insnared, and frequently induced to come 
over to the side of the enemy. 

Ridicule and reproach is another weapon 
which our enemy frequently employs with 
considerable effect on young and inexperien- 
ted witnesses. And he has a set of terms 
for this purpose which he hurls against them 
with as much bitter malice as ever the old 
Pope did the thunderbolts of the Vatican 
against heretics ; and such is the mighty in- 
fluence of opinion, that many are almost as 
mouch afraid of the terms bigot, illiberal, sec- 
tayian, uncharitable, as if they were a sen- 
tence ofcondemnation ; and from the company, 
the sentiments, and the practices of the wit- 
nesses, they flee as from a pestilence ; and 
over conscience, vows, and the threatening 
of evelasting shame before God and his ho- 
oe els, they rush into the midst of the 

atholic multitude. 


Taking all these things into one view, 
viz: the decline of the witnesses, their ap- 
pering to be in the act of finishing their tes- 
timony. The appearance of this mortal ene- 
My again on the field; the new and terrible 
weapons with which he is equipped and the 
Yemil breaches which by these he has al- 
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ready made, it seems hardly possible to 
think that the fearful catastrophe can be very 
far off. Although it would be presumptuous 
to say that it will be at the end of 50 ora 
100 years, or 150. Yet we may safely 
affirm that the ‘enemy is coming in like a 
F Loop.” 

With some illustrations of this proposition 
I intend to conclude these papers. 

(To be Continued.) 


Selections. 


Extracts from Brapsury’s Preface to 
his Ten Sermons preached at the An- 


ti- Trinitarian Lecture, in Tetter-Lane, 
London. 


My friends have prevailed upon me to pub- 
lish what they heard, for this reason, viz. 
That here the argument for the Deity of 
Christ is drawn to a single point ; you may 
take it atone view. And if any person has 
a mind to attack it, he cannot wish fora 
clearer stage, or a fairer battle. . 

First : Let him prove that these titles of 
the God who has power over plagues, Jeho- 
vah, who heals us, and the God of Israel, do 
not belong to the supreme and independent 
Being, nor do they import a self-subsistence 
in him who is known by them This I con- 
ceive will be no easy work ; for though these 
names are relative to particular cases, and a 
single nation, yet they are equivalent to 
others of a more extensive sound; ‘ the 
God of all the earth, the first and the last, 
and a great King above all gods.”? Or, 

Secondly: There must be a full answer 
given to the arguments I have pursued, that 
all these glorious things are, without distinc- 
tion, ascribed to Three Persons in the Di- 
vine Nature, and commonly to the Second, 
who, when He was God manifest in the 
flesh, came to his own, and suffered himself 
to be called a Minister of the Circumcision. 
It is beneath me to take any advantage that 
the Arians of old, and those that have new 
vamped their opinions, are well known to 
have made. I am sensible that they were 
not aware when they allowed the Son of 
God to be a Viceroy over Israel, and the 
Governor of the world, that this nation would 
leave their scheme so naked and forlorn, that 
all men might see their shame. It is, there- 
fore, all one to me, whether they call it in 
again or no, | believe it upon no other evi- 
dence but that of the Bible. This is all the 
armour I bring into the battle. They may 
fall as Goliah did ; a stone out of the brook 
knocked him down, and when he was killed, 
his own sword cut off his head. 
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L have never troubled my hearers with a 
clutter of unintelligible phrases, ‘ whether 
the three persons have the distinct con- 
sciousness, or are only three incomprehen- 
sible differences in the samhe numerical es- 
sence.” I thought it beneath the dignity 
of the subject, as well as hove the reach of 
the people, to talk of “ three internal rela- 
tions ef God, called relative subsistentes, 
three distinct intelligent natures, three hypo- 
stases, three individual intelligent agents, 
with consubstantiality, and inseparability.” 
If I know not the meaning of the voice (as 
I own I do not) I shall be no better than a 
Barbarian. Instead of this empty noise of 
words, I have endeavoured to give my hear- 
ers wholesome bread, and not a mouthful of 
stones that may choke them, but will never 
feed them. 

I have always dreaded a loose of fancy, 
that by similies, figures and poetical images, 
would make to itself “‘ the likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven.” I know we are 
apt to become vain in our imaginations, and 
especially in professing ourselves to be wise. 
Human inventions may be worse in doctrine 
than they are in devotion, as “ they intrude 
into things that are unseen.”” A fleshly mind 
*¢ is as bad as a carnal ordinance.” I be- 
lieve it is indeed impossible to be “ wise 
above what is written ;” but the apostle 
would never have warned against it, if man- 
kind had not the vanity to think they might. 
I leave all people to their nostrums, and 
don’t envy them any relish they have in the 
produce of an exuberant fancy. For this 
reason I must own I was rather amazed 
than allured at the liberty that my dear and 
worthy friend, Mr. Watts, has taken in at- 
tempting to represent or explain “ the un- 
searchable things of God.” In his former 
book he has used “ A similitude of a king’s 
‘* sending an ambassador extraordinary to a 
‘“‘ foreign country, and at his removal ap- 
“¢ pointing a resident to stay behind him in 
“that country. He supposes the soul of 
“this king to actuate, animate and move 
‘* both his own body, and those of the am- 
«* bassador, and resident, and become (as it 
“‘ were) one person with each of them.— 
“ Then the soul of this king himself might 
“ be said to sustain both his own character 
«+ as king, and the inferior characters both 
** of the ambassador and the resident.”— 
The esteem that the author hath for this si- 
militude, appears from his printing it over 
again in the Second Book, with no other al- 
teration than striking off one third of his 
chimerical monarch. He very truly ob- 
serves, that “ similies borrowed from ‘ earth- 
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ly things’ are imperfect ;”’ and, therefore, 
I suppose, he borrowed this from no earthly 
thing. But will not the Arian, whom he has 
invited to the Christian faith, make light of 
it, when he sees that we illustrate a Mystery 
by a Monster, and represent an existence 
that is eternal, and necessary, by that which 
is purely enthusiastic ? Imaginations below 
nature are but wretched images of —- 
above it. At best, they are ‘ cunningly 
devised fables.” 

I also fear that our arguments for the De- 
ty of Christ, which can be no other than 
scriptural, will lose their force when they are 
dashed with suppositions upon the “ abstract- 
ed nature of things,”’ which, as we have ne 
knowledge of, we can have no concern with. 
Solomon, for sometime, applied his heart 
** to seek out wisdom and the reason of 
things : but he has left no great credit upon 
that kind of free-thinking, by telling us,— 
First, that ** it is vain 3”? I said I will be 
wise, but it was far from me:” and, Se- 
condly, It is dangerous, and a departure from 
integrity, when people “ seek out many in- 
ventions.” 

Dr. Watts, in his Arian invited to Ortho 
doxy, as quoted by Bradbury, ia his Sermons 
on Baptism, expresseth himself thus: ** May 
we not suppose the Logos, or Word, consi- 
dered as something in the God-head analo- 
gous to a power or virtue, to be infinite, un- 
created, co-essential, and co-eternal with 
God the Father, as being of his very es- 
sence, and in this sense true God. May 
not this, sometimes, be represented in a 
personal manner, as distinct from the Fa- 
ther ? May we not suppose, also, that in 
some ‘* unknown moment of the Divine 
eternity,’ God, by his sovereign will and 
power, produced a glorious Spirit in an im- 
mediate manner, and in a very great like- 
ness to himself, and called him his Son, his 
only begotton Son. Might not this be that 
Logos of the ancient Jews, who was called 
the first born of God, the oldest archangel, 
the man after God’s own image, and may 
not this be the soul of our Blessed Saviour ? 
Supposing, farther, this angelical spirit to be 
assumed into personal union with the divine 
Logos, from the first moment of his exist- 
ence, may he not be called the Son of God 
also upon this account ? May it not be said 
that the true ‘* God-head is communicated 
to the Son of God in this manner, by the 
free will of the Father.”—Saith Bradbury, 
This supposes, as much as everthe Arians 
wanted, that Christ might have been produc- 
ed, or that this union of the divine attribute 
to him, might have been given. A grosser 
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expression | do not remember ever to have 
mét with, than what follows: ‘‘ Though the 
‘* God-head of the Logos or divine wisdom, 
** be essential to the nature of God, and eter- 
“ nally independent, yet it might be com 
“© municated, that.is, united to un taferior 
*¢ spirit, by the will of the Father.” That 
is, God can make an inferior spirit like him- 
self, and give his glory to another. He goes 
on, “ Might not this Logos, in the complex 
*¢ character of God and a creature, or the 
‘* Son of God, inhabited personally by eter- 
** nal wisdom, in the fulness of time, assume 
** human flesh and blood into union with 
‘* himself.” Had the scripture told of these 
things, there was no need to put them in 
the tormof may be’s. But nothing so vain 
or bold is to be found in that book, as that 
an attribute inhabits a spirit personally. 
Far be it from my soul, to ask what I 
know no humble creature will dare to an- 
swer, or examine what the great God may 
he, or may do. Jf these are secret things, 
they belong to him. Revealed things only 
belong to us. Believing is acting upon a 
report, and not upon a supposition. Solo- 
mon wrote that we might know the certain- 
ty of the words of truth, and be able to give 
an answer to those that inquire of us.— 
Foolish and unlearned questions are al- 
ways about things out of our reach, and 
these are what gender strifes, as we both 
read and feel. This then is one principle 
ef wavering, and will be so, until that God 
who knows the thoughts of men to be vain, 
makes us know them to be so too. Under 
the power of his grace we shall not exercise 
ourselves in things too high for us. Then 
our hearts will not be haughty, nor our eyes 
lofty. They that intrude into things that 
they have not seen, vainly puffed up in 
their fleshly minds, do not hold the head. 
Col. i. 18, 19. We may wish upon these 
occasions, as Zophar did ; thou hast said, 
my doctrine is pure: But, O, that God 
would speak, and open his lips against thee, 
and that he would show the secrets of wis- 
dom, that they are double to that. which is. 
Job xi. 4,5. Who shall declare the gene- 
ration of the Son of God, or pretend to 
dig up the unsearchable riches of Christ ?— 
The best way to be of the same mind with 
one another, is what the apostle directs 
to, ** not to mind high things, or be wise in 
our own conceit. Let us not, like children, 
be tossed to and fro, and carried about ‘ with 
every wind of doctrine,” by the slight of 
men, and cunning craftiness of those who lie 
in wait to deceive. Eph. iv. 14. May I 
speak the words not only of truth but of so 
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berness. Act. xxvi. 26. Bradbury's Ser- 
mons on Baptism, pp. 264—267. 


And again : 

I could never have thought that a certain 
minister, i. e. Dr. Watts, would deny the 
proper personality of the Son and Spirit, 
who but five years before, has given this as 
he supreme degree of blessednes , hat there 
are three glorioudPersons in the Trinity: 
The title of the sé is, Blessed Saints, 

lessed Saviour, ei. Blessed Triniiy.— 
He might as well have made them all figu- 
rative, as the last of . In that discourse 
he speaks of ‘ their ineffable union and com- 
munion in one God-head, that they are eter- 
nally One God, and therefore eternally bless- 
ed.” He tells us, “* each person possesses 
an unknown pleasure.” And adds these 
words, ‘‘ Besides the general glories of the 
“ divine nature, we may suppos@ that a full 


* comprehensive knowledge at same- 







ness, the difference, the special proper- 
ties, and the mutual relations of these 
Three Divine Persons, (which he allows 
to be utterly incomprehensible to mortals, 
and perhaps far above all created minds,) 
that this is the incommuntcable enterment 
of the Holy Trinity. He then owns, 
that, ** in reference to this mystery, God 
may be said to dwell in thick darkness, 
or light inaccessable. We are Jost in 
this glorious divine abyss, and overwhelm- 
ed with dazzling confusion. Byt, The 
* Ever Blessed Three, behold their unities 
and distinctions in the clearest -light.” 
At that time it was no objection, that the 
doctrine is wrept up in darkness. Nay, 
he supposes, ‘* the blessedness of the sacred 
Three to consist in mutual love, am, eternal 
approach to each ether, with infinite com- 
placency, an eternal embrace of each other, 
with arms of inimitable love, and with sen- 
sations of unmeasurable joy.”” On the pro- 
priety of all this rapture, I shall pass no 
judgment. But if the Son and Spirit have 
only a figurative personality, 1 fm sure 
these are great swelling words of vanity, 
all noise and no meaning. He goes on to 
say, ** that the blessed Three have an un- 
known communion in the God-head, and an 
unspeakable nearness to one another’s Per- 
sons, inconceivable in being, and indwelling 
in each other.” And there he acknowled- 
ges, that ** in vain we run through all the 
names and powers of nature and art, to seek 
the resemblance of the blessed Three.’? And 
that our faith may be either said or sung, 
(after his usual manner) he closes witha 
little hymn. 
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-: But oh what words, or thoughts, can trace 

‘* The blessed three in One! 

‘« Here rest my spirit, and confess, 

‘¢ The Infinite unknown.” 

Why his spirit did not rest here, after such 
melodious advice I cannot tell. iNay, he 
goes farther than any that I have met with, 
‘supposing some dastinctions in the divine 
Being of eternal necessity, in order to com- 
plete the blessedness of the God-head ;”” and 
concludes upon the whole, that ‘the differ- 
ence, which we call personal distinctions, 
in the nature of God, are as absolutely ne- 
cessary to his blessedness, as his Being, or 
any of his perfections.””—That alter all these 
flights, and bold assertions, the personality 
of the seared Three should in less than two 
years be sunk into a mere figure,an eastern 
form of speech, (that is, into nothing.) ts un- 
accountable. 


—>— 
{From Cecil’s Remains.] 


THE SPIRITUAL MAN. 


Dr. Owen says, if a man of a carnal mind 
is brought into a large company, he will 
have much to do: if into a company of 
Christians he will feel little interest ; if into 
a smaller company, engaged in religious ex- 
ercises, he will feel still less: but if taken 
into a closet, and forced to meditate on God 
and Eternity, this will be insupportable ! 

The spiritua! man is born, as it were, into 
anew world. He has a new taste. He 
savours of the things of the Spirit. He turns 
to God, as the needle to the pole. This is 
a subject of which many can understand but 
little. They want spiritual taste. Nay, 
they account it enthusiasm. Bishop Horsley 
will go all the way with Christians into their 
principles: but he thinks the feelings 
and desires of a spiritual mind enthusiastical. 

There are various characteristics of a 
spiritual mind. 

Self-loathing is a characteristic of such a 
mind. The axe is laid to the root of a vain- 
glorious’ spirit.—It maintains too, a walk 
and converse with God. Enoch walked 
with God. There is atransaction between 
God and the spiritual mind: if the man feels 
dead and heartless, that is matter of com- 
plaint to God. He looks to God for wisdom 
for the day—for the hour—for the business 
in hand.—A spiritual mind refers its affairs 
to God. ‘Let God’s will be obeyed by 
me in this affair! His way may differ from 
that which I should choose: but let it be so! 
Surely, [have behaved and quieted :my- 
self as a child that is weaned of his moth- 
er: my soul is even as a weaned child.” 


A spiritual mind has something of the nature 
of the sensitive plant. ‘J shall smart if I 
touch this or that.”” There is.a holy shrink- 
ing away from evil. 

A spiritual mind enjoys, at times, the in- 
fluence of a holy joy and satisfaction, which 
surprises even itself. When bereaved of 
creature-comforts, it can sometimes find such 
a repose in Christ and bis promises, that the 
man can say, “ Well! itis enough: let God 
take irom me what else he pleases !” 

A spiritual mind is a MORTIFIED mind. The 
church of Rome talks much of mortification, 
but her mortification is not radical and spiri- 
tual. Simon Stylites will willingly mortify 
himself on his pillar, if he can bring people 
around him, to pray to him, to pray for them. 
But the spiritual mind must mortify itself in 
whatever would retard its ascent toward 
heaven: it must rise on the wings of faith, 
and hope, and love. 

A spiritual mind is an INGENUOUS MIND. 
There is a sort of hypocrisy in us all. One 
man wraps around him a covering of one 
kind, and another of another. They, who 
think they do not this, yet do it, though they 
know it not. 

Yet this spiritual mind is a sUBLIME MIND. 
It has a vast and extended view. It has 
seen the glory and beauty of Christ, and 
cannot therefore admire the goodly buildings 
of the Temple; as Christ, says Fenelon, 
had seen his Father’s house, and could not 
therefore be taken with the glory of the 
earthly structure. 

1 would urge young persons, when they 
are staggard by the conversation of people 
of the world, to dwell on the characteristics 
ofa spiritual mind. “If you cannot answer 
their arguments, yet mark their spirit ; and 
mark what a contrary spirit that is, which 
you are called to cultivate. 

There are various MEANs of maintaining 
and promoting a spiritual mind. Beware of 
saying concerning this or that evil, “ Js at 
not a little one? Much depends on mortify- 
ing the body. There are silent marches 
which the flesh will steal on us: the temper 
is too apt rise: the tongue will let itself 
loose : the imagination, if liberty is given to 
it, will hurry us away. Vain company will 
injure the mind: carnal professors of religion 
especially will lower its tone: we catch a 
contagion from such men. Misemployment 
of time is injurious to the mind; when re- 
flecting in illness on my past years, | have 
looked back with ere on days spent 
in my study: I was wading through history, 
and poetry, and monthly journals ; but I was 
in my study. Another man’s trifling is no- 
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torious to all observers, but what am I do- 
ing ? Nothing, perhaps, that has a reference 
to the spiritual good of my congregation! I 
do not speak against a chastised attention to 
literature, but the abuse of it. Avoid all 
idleness: ‘ exercise thyself unto godliness :” 
plan for God. Beware of temptation: the 
mind that has dwelt on sinful objects will be 
in darkness for days. Associate with spi- 
ritually minded men: the very sight of a 
good man, though he says nothing, will re- 
fresh the soul. Contemplate Christ: be 
much in retirement and prayer: study the 
honor and glory of your master. 


i 


THE SABBATH. 


Ir belongs to our very relation to God, to 
set apart a portion of our time to his service : 
but as it might have been difficult for con- 
science to determine what that portion should 
be, God has prescribed it: and the ground 
of the observance remains the same, whether 
the remembrance of God’s resting from his 
work, on any other reason, be assigned as 
the more immediate cause. We are going 
to spend a Sabbath in eternity. The Chris- 
tian will acquire as much of the Sabbath 
spirit as he can. And in proportion to a 
man’s real piety in every age of the church, 
he will be found to have been a diligent ob- 
server of the Sabbath-day. 


—@j— 


PECULIARITY OF MIND. 


Every man has a_ peculiar turn of mind 
which gives a colouring and tinge to his 
thoughts. 1 have particularly detected this 
in myself, with respect to public affairs. | 
have such an immediate view of God acting 
in them, that all the great men, who make 
such a noise and bustle on the scene, seem 
to me like so many mere puppets. God is 
moving them all, to effect His own designs. 
They cannot advance a step, whither He 
does not lead; nor stand a moment, where 
He does not place them. Now this is a view 
of things, which it is my privilege to take 
as a Christian. But the evil lies here. I 
dwell so much on the view of the matter, to 
which the turn of my mind leads me, that | 
forget sometimes the natural tendencies of 
things. God uses all things, but not so as 
to destroy their natural tendencies. They 
are good or evil, according to their own na- 
ture ; not according to the use which He 
makes of them. 
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REDEMPTION. 


We cannot explain to a bere oe the 
system of Redemption, and the mode of 
conducting and communicating its benefits to 
the human soul: but we know that it yields 
the water of life—Civilization, to a barbari- 
an—Dhirection, to a wanderer—Support, to 
those that are ready to pérish. 


i 


NOTHING SHOULD BE DONE WITHOUT Goop 
REASON. 


THERE should be someting obvious, deter- 
minate and positive, in a man’s reasons for 
taking a journey ; especially if he be a min- 
ister. Such events and consequences ma 

be connected with it in every step, that he 
ought, in no case, to be more simply depen- 
dent on the great Appointer of means and 
occasions. Several journeys, which I thought 
myself called on to take, I have since had 
reason to think I should not have taken.— 
Negative, and even doubtful reasons, may 
justify him in choosing the safer side of stay- 
ing at home ; but there should be something 
more in the reasons which put him out of 
his way, to meet the unknown consequences 
of a voluntary change of station. Let there 
always be a ‘‘Because” to meet the “Why.” 

oo 
SIN. 


Srv, pursued to its tendencies, would pull 
God from his throne. Though I have a 
deep conviction of its exceeding sinfulness, | 
live not a week without seeing some exhibi- 
tion of its malignity which draws from me 
—‘* Well, who could have imagined this ?” 
Sin would subjugate heaven, earth, and hell 
to itself. It would make the universe the 
dominion of its lusts, and all beings bow 
down and worship. 

The approaches of sin are like the con- 
duct of Jael. It brings butter in a lordly 
dish. It bids high for the soul. But, when 
it has fascinated and lulled the victim, the 
nail and the hammer are behind. 


—_ 
THE MIND THAT WAS IN CHRIST. 


Tue man who labours to please his 
neighbour for his good to edification, has 
the mind that wes in Christ. To expect 
disease wherever he goes, and to lay himself 
out, in the application of remedies, is that 
habit of mind, which is best suited to a Chris- 
tian, while he passes through the world, if 
he would be most effectually useful. 





his 
, has 
pect 
nself 
that 
hris- 


d, i 





237 
EFFICACY OF PREACHING. 


I once said to myself, in the foolishness of 
my heart, “ what sort of sermon must that 
have been which was preached by St. Pe- 
ter, when three thousand souls were conver- 
ted at once !”—what sort of a sermon!— 
such as other sormons. There is nothing to 
be found in it extraordinary. The effect 
was not produced by St. Peter’s eloquence ; 
but by the mighty power of God, present 
with his word. I[t is in vain to attend one min- 
ister after another,and to hear sermon after ser- 
mon, unless we pray that the Holy Spirit ac- 
company his word. Nesther is he that plant- 
eth any thing, neither he that watereth ; 
but God that giveth the increase. 


——— 
GROUND OF A MINISTER’S SATISFACTION. 


Tue ground of a minister’s own solid sat- 
isfaction cannot be popuLarity; for, 
even to Simon Magus, all gave heed from 
the least to the greatest, saying, This 
man is the great power of God /—neither 
can he ground his satisfaction on the exer- 
cise of strong and enlarged TALENTs ; for 
even Balaam was a man of extraordinary 
endowments ;—nor can it be in his sucCcEss : 
For many, saith our Lord, shall come to 
me, and say, Have we not done many won- 
derful works in thy name, and in thy name 
cast out devils? Then will I orefess un- 
to them, I never knew you! As though he 
had, said ‘‘ I deny not the works, but ye are 
evil men.”? But a minister’s satisfaction 
must be grounded on the faithful discharge 
of his office in the DELIVERY OF HIS MESSAGE. 
(2 Cor. v. 20.) 


-—->— 
EVASION OF THE TRUTH. 


Iv is most affecting to see to what misera- 
ble shifts, men will have recourse, in order 
to evade the truth.—* It is irrational,” says 
one, “‘ to insist so much, on certain peculiari- 
ties of doctrine.”? But whose reason shall 
be the judge? For the preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness : but 
it ts written, I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and will bring to nothing the un- 
derstanding of the prudent. It is “unne- 
cessary,”’ says another—But has God com- 
manded—and do we pronounce his com- 
mands unnecessary.—It is “‘disreputable””— 
did Christ regard reputation—Nay, he made 
himself uf no reputation. “It is a NARROW 
way.”—Ah! there, indeed, you pronounce 
truly. The way to heaven is a narrow way. 
But what says the judge ?>— Wide is the gate, 
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and broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in 
thereat ; because strait is the gate, and 
narraw is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find tt. 


—~—_ 


INDIFFERENCE UNDER THE PREACHING OF 
THE WORD. 


Ou how distressing is it, to observe many, 
to whom we cannot but fear, the gospel 
which they hear preached from Sethe to 
Sunday, is but the sevour of death. If God 
has made a difference in any of us, let us 
not forget to whom we are indebted.—Oh, 
consider the satisfaction you will find in re- 
ally embracing all the council of God. Con- 
sider how soon the time will come, in which 
it must be your ONLY SATISFACTION that 
you ‘have embraced it. Let it be your pray- 
er—*O God, give me grace to repent, with 
that repentance which 1s unto life! Make 
me serious! Teach me what I must do to 
be saved! Help me to believe the record 
which thou hast given of thy Son. Give 
me faith to receive the atonement, to set to 
my seal, that there is none other name 
under heaven, given among men, where- 
by we must be saved, but the name of 
Jesus Christ. 


—»—— 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE SUPPER. 


Tue Lord intended it (the sacrament of 
his supper) to serve us as an exhortation, 
and no other could be better adapted to ani- 
mate and influence us, in the most powerful 
manner, to purity and sanctity of life, as 
well as to charity, peace, andconcord. For 
there the Lord communicates his body to us 
in such a manner that he becomes complete- 
ly one with us, and we become one with 
him. Now, as he has only one body, of 
which he makes us all partakers, it follows, 
of necessity, that by such participation, we 
also are all made one body; and this union 
is represented by the bread which is exhib- 
ited in the sacrament. For as it is compos- 
ed of many grains, mixed together in such 
a manner that one cannot be separated or 
distinguished from another; in the same 
manner we ought likewise to be connected 
and united together by such an agreement 
of minds, as to admit of no dissention or di 
vision between us. This I prefer express- 
ing in the language of Paul:—‘‘ The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
eommunion of the blood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, ts it not the com- 
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munion of the body of Christ? For we be- 
ing many are one bread and one body; for 
we are all partakers of that one bread.””— 
We have derived considerable benefit from 
the sacrament, if this thought be impressed 
and engraven upon our mes that it is impos- 
sible for us to wound, despise, reject, injure, 
or in any way to offend one of our brethren, 
but we at the same time, wound, despise, 
reject, injure, and offend Christ in him: that 
we have no discord with our brethren, with- 
out being, at the same time, at variance 
with Christ: that we cannot love Christ 
without loving him in our brethren: that 
such care as we take of our own bodys we 
ought to exercise the same care of our breth- 
ren, who are members of one body: that as 
no part of our body can be in any pain with- 
out every other part feeling correspondent 
sensations, so we ought not to suffer our 
brother to be afflicted with any calamity 
without our sympathising in the same.— 
Wherefore it is not without reason that Au- 
gustine so frequently calls this sacrament 
“the bond of charity.” For what more 
powerful stimulus could be employed to ex- 
cite mutual charity among us, than when 
Christ, giving himself to us, not only invites 
us by his example mutually to devote our- 
selves to the promotion of one another’s 
welfare, but also by making himself common 
to all, makes us all to be one with himself. 
—Calvin’s Inst., Allen’s Trans. 


—=— 

EXCERPTS FROM HENRY. 
Wuat we see of the works of God, and 
what we hear of the word of God, will do 
us no good unless we set our hearts upon it, 
as those that reckon ourselves nearly concern- 
ed in it, and expect advantage to our souls 
by it. 

In acquainting ourselves with divine 
things, we must not aim so much at an ab- 
stract speculation of the things themselves, 
as at finding the plain appointed way of con- 
verse and communion with these things, 
that we may go in and out and find pasture. 


Those who are appointed to be teachers 
have need to be very diligent, careful learn- 
ers, that they may neither forget any of the 
things they are entrusted with, nor mistake 
concerning them. 


Ezekiel xl. 44. It should seem that 
they (the singers) were first provided for 
before any other that attended this temple 
service, to intimate, not only that singing of 
Psalms should still continue a gospel ordi- 
nance, but that the gospel should furnish all 
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that embrace it with abundant matter for joy 
and praise, and give them occasion to break 
forth into singing, which is often foretold 
concerning gospel times. Christians should 
be singers,—** Blessed are they that dwell 
in God’s house, they will be still praising 
him. 


People will not believe the benefit of 
abstemiousness and a spare diet, nor how 
much it contributes to the health of the body 
till they try it. Daniel and his fellows liv. 
ed for ten days upon pulse and water ; hard 
fare for young men of genteel extraction and 
education, and which one would rather ex- 
pect they would have indented against than 
petitioned for: but at the end of the ten 
days they were compared with the other 
children, and were found fairer and fatter 
in flesh, of a more healthful look, and a bet- 
ter complexion than all those which did eat 
the portion of the kings meat. Here isa 


great example of temperance and content. 
ment with mean things; and, (as Epicurus 
said,) “‘ He that lives according to nature 
will never be poor, but he that lives accord. 
ing to opinion will never be rich.” 


—< 
SECRET PRAYER. 


How much have they to answer for, to § 


their own souls, who never enter into the 7 


closets, shut to the door, and then pray 7 
to their Father who seeth in secret,—or i! 
they do shrink from secular employments 7 
to this duty, as to a task, and come away, 7 
not lightened of a burthened conscience, but © 
as released from a necessary penance to keep |) 
conscience quiet under its burthen. O what 
a mercy it is to feel that burthen intolera- [ 
ble! To lie down under it at the Redeem- | 
ers feet, like the woman that was a sinner, 
and though we speak not a word for shame 
and sorrow, determine never to rise again 
till he say—‘* Thy sins, which are many, 
are forgiven thee,””—at least, never till we 
know that we are sincerely, and with our 
whole heart, asking the blessing, and be- 
lieving that we shall have it according to | 
our faith, in the Lord’s time. That time 
indeed is now, for all his time is now, who 
is ‘‘the same, yesterday, to-day, and forev- 
er ;” but sometimes ours is not yet. Even 
then, when he comes to deliver, he may say 
to us, with the rebuke of kindness—O ye | 
of little faith, why did you doubt.”— Me- 
moirs of Rev. John Summerfield. 

} 


How frequently are the good desires, and 
holy feelings, derived during divine service, 
dissipated by that frivolous conversation. or 
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at least, that semi-religious twattle, which 
is so often heard on the breaking up of our 
congregations.— Ibid. 
—>—. 
AUTHORITY OF GOD. 


In a letter to let me intreat you 
first of all to satisfy yourself of the divine 
origin of the sacred Scriptures, if indeed you 
have any serious doubts thereon. Its evi- 
dences will flow in upon you with a flood 
of light, if you seriously connect prayer to 
the Father of lights for his superintendence 
and direction. As to human productions, I 
recommend to you the Ist volume of Horne’s 
Introduction to the study of the Holy Seri 
tures, &c. Having ascertained the Bible 
to be the word of God, you should implicit- 
ly obey all its contents. Your belief should 
not be rendered easy or difficult by the pro- 
bability or improbability of the subject, by 
its plamness or its abstruseness, but be al- 
ways simply determined by the authority 
of the Revealer. “The mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it,” therefore I receive 
this doctrine, and credit that fact. This 
obtains even with regard to human testiumo- 
ny; and if we receive the testimony of men 
of undoubted integrity and truth, the testi- 
mony of God is greater. To believe no 
more of God, or of his word, or of his works, 
than we can comprehend, or reduce to some 
of our modes of knowledge, is not to hon- 
our the authority of God at all! yea, it is 
actually a reflection on his wisdom and ve- 
racity,—on his wisdom, as if he could tell 
us no more than we know,—on his veracity, 
as if he were not to be trusted if he could. 
{n short, the word of God is not matter of 
opinion or speculation, when its divine au- 
thenticity is ascertained—t is yudgment— 
settled law—decided truth—it reveals in 
the way of judgment, or decision, that man 
is fallen, is in ees of hell-fire, and can 
only be saved through the sacrificial death 
of Jesus Christ, co-equal and eternal with 
the Father! It is useless to oppose these 
truths—they must be submitted to,—the 
gospel commands, not proposes—it must 

a Repent and believe the gospel. 
—Ibid. 





——@ante 
GOVERNMENT OF GoD. 
Ir was the divine purpose to exhibit a 
scheme of government in which mercy and 
justice should meet together ; in which God 
might exert his merciful desire of recov- 
ering mankind from their lost condition, and 
yet preserve unimpaired the laws of his mo- 
ral government. Then appears the fitness 
Vou. vir. 
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and consistency of the truth declared it the 
gospel. God is just, and shews his abhor- 
rence of sin; and yet he is merciful, and 
justifies them that believe in Jesus. For 
though it is the doctrine of Scripture, that 
the death of Jesus is received as an atone- 
ment for the sins of every individual who 
accepts the benefit of his redemption; yet 
we should err in representing his death as « 
mere gratuitous substitution of the innocent 
for the guilty: it exhibits at the same time 
a public display of the inevitable consequen - 
ces of sin. It was directed against that 
very error which is most deeply rooted, and 
most practically injurious ;—the error of sup- 
posing that the conduct of men-is a matte: 
of indifference to their Creator; that no fv- 
ture consequence depends upon the course 
of life which may be led upon earth. Eve- 
ry offence which is committed against the 
light of reason, or of conscience, or of the 
divine law, is a practical effect of this error ; 
and the inadequate restraint, which even a 
conviction of a future judgment produces, is 
a proof of the slowness of heart to be sway- 
ed by a dread of an unseen being, ora fea: 
of unknown consequences. Multitudes im- 
ajzine that though what they consider very 
lieinous sins may be avenged, yet the nec- 


lect of their maker, and the indulgence ct 


their natural passions, and, in particular, the 
transgression, whatever it may be, to which 
they are individually most addicted, will be 
passed over. The deceitfulness of the heart, 
the prevalence of vice, the moral disorders 
of the world, all encourage this delusion.— 
Men contemplate the habits of their fellow 
creatures instead of the divine holiness, and 
comfort themselves with the poor satisfac- 
tion that the majority are in the same con- 
dition with themselves. Now of these 
vague and false imaginations, every one is 
swept away, when the mysterious truth, 
God appearing in the form, and undergoing 
the punishment of men, is received into the 
heart. So stupendous a_ sacrifice discovers 
the misery of those in whose favour it was 
prepared. It speaks a language which can- 
not be refuted ; a language addressed to the 
heart no less than to reason. It puts an 
end to the delusive hope that men may pass 
through the world, regardless of God as thei: 
Creator, and disobedient to him, as their 
moral governor, and yet fear no evil ;—that 
if an eternity lie before them, it must be an 
eternity of happiness. Let them be per- 
suaded that one who in the beginning was 
with God and was God, became man, that 
he might redeem man from the penalty in- 
curred by sin; that he might satisfy the of- 
16 
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fended justice of God in behalf of all who 
should commit themselves to him as their 
deliverer and ruler; then there is an end of 
all vague conjectures and groundless expec- 
tations. We know that sin is noticed, nay, 
is condemned by God, because he requires 
a propitiation for it. We are sure that its 
recompence is dreadful ; because a dreadful 
recompence has already been executed. If 
Jesus underwent a death which is resesved 
for the worst of human criminals, we have 
convincing evidence of the doom which im- 
pends over all for whom he is not a substi- 
tute. His cross exbitsan inscription which 
testifies at once the goodness and the se- 
verity of God; on them that continue re- 
bellious, severity ; but goodness towards all 
whe receive his goodness. For if God 
spared not his own Son; if the bitter cup 
might not pass from him, except he drank 
it, how vain must be the expectation that if 
there be another world, those who fear God, 
and those who fear him not, will fare in it 
equally well. In proportion, therefore, asa 
man’s views of the atonement are clear, his 
abhorrence of sin, and dread of opposing the 
divine will, are sincere and operative. The 


cross of Christ is at once the refuge in which 
his conscience may find shelter, and a bea- 
con holding forth to him a constant warning 
against the carelessness, errors and corrup- 


tions of the world.—Sumner’s Evidences 
of Christianity. 
— 
MODERN POPERY. 


Porery is making rapid strides, and Pro- 
testants in general have lost the zeal which 
once animated them. 

What may be the ultimate effect of the 
efforts made by the adherents of the church 
of Rome to propagate its tenets, aided by 
she apathy of the opposite party, it is not 
for us to conjecture. Certain it is, there 
never was a period when the members of 
the Papal community were so active and 
enterprising, oT Protestants so torpid and 
indifferent. Innumerable symptoms appear, 
of a prevailing disposition to contemplate 
the doctrines of Popery with less disgust, 
and to witness their progress with less 
alarm, than has ever been known since the 
Reformation. All the zeal and activity are 
en one side; and while every absurdity is 
retained, and every pretension defended, 
which formerly drew upon Popery the in- 
dignation and abhorrence of all enlightened 
Christians, we should be ready to conclude, 
ftom the altered state of public feeling, that 
@ symptom once so obnoxious, had under- 
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gone some momentous revolution. We 
seem, on this occasion, to have interpreted, 
in its most liberal sense, the injunction of 
** hoping all things, and believing all things.” 
We persist in maintaining that the adherents 
to Popery are materially changed, in con- 
tradiction to their express disavowal ; and 
while they make a boast of the infallibility 
of their creed, and the unalterable nature of 
their religion, we persist in the belief of its 
having experienced we know not what 
melioration and improvement. In most in- 
stances, when men are deceived, it is the 
effect of art and contrivance on the part of 
those who delude them: in this, the decep- 
tion originates with ourselves; and instead 
of bearing false witness against our neigh- 
bor, such is the excess of our candour, that 
we refuse to credit the unfavorable testimo- 
ny which he bears of himself. 

There is, in the mean time, nothing re- 
ciprocal in this strange method of proceed- 
ing: we pipe to them, but they Will not 
dance. Our concessions, instead of soften- 
ng and molifying, seem to have no other 
eflect upon them, than to elate their pride 
and augment their arrogance. 

An equal change in the state of feeling 
towards an object which has itself undergone 
no alteration whatever, and where the par- 
ty by which it is displayed profess to ad- 
here to their ancient tenets, it would be dif- 
ficult to specify. To inquire into the causes 
of this singular phenomenon, would lead to 
discussion foreign to our present purpose.— 
Let it suffice to remark, that it may partly 
be ascribed to the length of time which has 
elapsed since we have had actual experi- 
ence of the enormous cruelties of the Papal 
system, and the fancied security we possess 
against their recurrence. The impression 
of the past has in a manner spent itself ; and 
in many, its place is occupied by an eager- 
ness to grasp at present advantages, and to 
lay hold of every expedient for shaking off 
the restraints which a narrow and timid pol- 
icy has imposed. The influence of these 
circumstances has been much aided by that 
indifference to religious truth which too of- 
ten shelters itself under the mask of candor ; 
and to such an extent has this humour been 
carried, that distinguished men have not 
scrupled to represent the controversy be- 
tween the Papists and the Protestants as 
turning on obscure and unintelligible points 
of doctrine, scarcely worth the attention of 
enlightened minds; while a clergyman of 
some distinction has treated the whole sub- 
ject as of no more importance than the idle 
disputes agitated by the schoolmen. It was 
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but a few years since, that a celebrated no- 
bleman, vehemently condemned the oath of 
abjuration for applying the term supersti- 
tious to the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
In exactly the same spirit, the appellation 
of Papist is exchanged for Catholic, a con- 
cession which the adherents of Rome well 
know how to improve, as amounting to lit- 
tle short of a formal surrender of the point 
at issue. Now, if the Papists are really 
entitled to the name of Catholics, Protes- 
tants of every donomination are involved in 
the guilt of schism. 

This revolution in the feelings of a great 
portion of the public, has probably been not 
a little promoted by another cause. The 
present times are eminently distinguished by 
the efforts employed for the extension of vi- 
tal religion: each denomination of Christians 
has taken its station, and contributed its part 
towards the diffusion of evangelical senti- 
ments. ‘I'he consequence has been, that 
the professors of serious piety are multiplied, 
and form at present a very conspicuous 
branch of the community. The space which 
they occupy m the minds of the publie, is 
not merely proportioned to their numerical 
importance, still less to their rank in society. 
{t is in a great measure derived from the 
publicity of their proceedings, and the nu- 
merous associations for the promotion of pi- 
ous and benevolent objects, which they have 
originated and supported. By these means 
their discriminating doctrines, essential to 
vital piety, have become better known, and 
more fully discussed than heretofore. How- 
ever beneficial, as to its general effects, 
such a state of things may have been, one 
consequence, whieh might be expected, has 
been the result. The opposition of the ene- 
mies of religion has beeome so virulent, 
their hatred more heated and inflamed, that 
they have turned with no small eomplacen- 
cy to the contemplation of a system, which 
forms a striking contrast to the object of 
their detestation. Popery, in the ordinary 
state of its profession, combines the “ form 
of godliness” with a total denial of its pow- 
er. A heap of unmeaning ceremonies, 
adapted to fascinate the imagination and en- 
gage the senses,—implicit faith in human 
authority, combined with an utter neglect 
of divine teaching, ignorance the most pro- 
found, joined to dogmatism the most pre- 
sumptuous, a vigilant exclusion of biblical 
knowledge, together with a total extinction 
of free inquiry, present the spectacle of re- 
ligion lying in state, surrounded with the 
silent pomp of death. The very absurdi- 
ties of such a religion render it less wmar- 


ceptable to men whose decided hostility te 
truth inclines them to view with complacen- 
cy, whatever obscures its beauty, or im- 
pedes its operation. Of all the corruptions 
of Christianity which have prevailed te any 
extent, Popery presents the most numerous 
points of contrast to the simple doctrines of 
the Gospel; and just in proportion as it 
gains ground, the religion of Christ must 
decline. 

On these accounts, though we are fa 
from supposing that Popery were it trium- 
phant, would allow toleration to any de- 
nomination of Protestants, we have the ut- 
most confidence, that the professors of evan- 
gelical piety would be its first victims. The 
party most opposed to them, look to Papists 
as their natural ally, on whose assistance, 
in the suppression of what they are pleased 
to denominate fanaticism and enthusiasm, 
they may always depend; they may, there- 
fore, without presumption, promise them- 
selves the distinction conferred on Ulyssys, 
that of being last devoured. 

Whether Popery will ever be permitted, 
im the inscrutable counsels of Heaven, again 
to darker and overspread the land, is an ine 
quiry in which it is foreign to our province 
to engage. It is certain that the members 
of the Romish community are at this mo- 
ment on the tip-toe of expectation, indulg- 
ing the most sanguine hopes, suggested by 
the temper of the times, of soon recovering 
all that they have lost, and of seeing the 
pretended rights of their church restored in 
their full splendor. If any thing can real- 
ize such an expectation, it is undoubtedly 
the torpor and indifference of Protestants, 
combined with the incredible zeal and ac- 
tivity of Papists ; and universal observation 
shows what these are capable of effecting — 
how often they compensate the disadvanta- 
ges arising from paucity of number, as well 
as almost every kind of inequality- 

From a settled persuasion that Po 
still is, what it always was, a detestable 
system of impiety, cruelty, and imposture, 
fabricated by the father of lies, we feel 
thankful at witnessing any judicious attempt 
to expose its enormities, and retard its pro» 
gress. The lectures published some years 
since by Mr. Fletcher, are well adapted for 
this purpose, and entitle their excellent au- 
thor to the esteem and gratitude of the pub- 
lic. ‘The Protestant,” a series of peri- 
odical papers composed by Mr. M’Gavin, 
of Glasgow, contains the fullest delineation 
of the Popish system, and the most power- 
ful confutation of its prineiples in a popular 
style, of any work we have seen. Who- 
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ever wishes to see Popery drawn to the life, 
it its hideous wickedness and deformity, 
will find abundant satisfaction in the pages 
of that writer.— Robert Hall. 


—--— 


Form of subscription to the Fund of the 
Theological Seminary at Cannonsburgh 


We, the subscribers pledge ourselves to pay 
the sums respectively annexed to our names, 
for the benefit of the Theological Seminary 
located at Cannonsburgh, Pa., under the in- 
spection of the Associate Synod of North 
America, to be applied in the erection of 
buildings or any other use, which the Synod 
may find necessary, connected with the per- 
manent establishment of the Seminary. 


Names. | 
j 














Dollars. | Cents. 
{ 





—~—. 
EXTRACT OP A LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


Dear FRIEND :—We arrived at home in 
safety on the evening of Saturday the 10th 
inst. We have great ground of gratitude 
and thankfulness to our covenant God, for 
ihe distinguished merey of his providence 
over us during our journey. It was addi- 
tional cause of thanksgiving, that God had, 
as the great shepherd, taken care of friends 
and flock. My tours have been long, ex- 
pensive, and often fatiguing ; but | can tru- 
ly say the pleasure arising from visiting the 
churches, and especially from meeting with 
my brethren in Synodical capacity, is much 
more than a counterbalance. It is true, the 
more my observation is extended the more 
is my heart sickened and appalled at the ill- 
boding signs of the times: yet the knowl- 
edge of such facts as have a manifest bear- 
ing on the future prospects and interests of 
the church, of itself affords satisfaction ; 
whether the facts are ominous of judgment 
or mercy. While we delight to survey the 
lovely and cheering picture which the one 
class present ; if truly ‘“‘ grieved for the af- 
flictions of Joseph,” we will be no less soli- 
citous to dwell upon the darkest, the deep- 
est, and the most dismal hues of the other. 
Our dominant inclination is to shun the mel- 
ancholy bodings which the view of the dark 
side of the picture is calculated to excite, 
and to cheer ourselves with the contempla- 
tion of those bright hues which impart buoy- 
ancy to hope, and swell the bosom with 
the most pleasurable emotions. This is all 
right enough, if taught to select those col- 
ours in the picture which ought to inspire 
cheerfulness and hope: but this is a lesson 
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far more difficult to learn than we are apt to 
imagine. In other words, it is hard to “* walk 
by faith and not by sight.” Sight turns 
away from gloomy and distressful incidents, 
not knowing how to draw any thing from 
them, but dismay, and terror, and black de- 
spair ; faith, seeing through the very black- 
ness of darkness, and transcending moun- 
tains of melancholy bodings, fastens on the 
word of Him who cannot lie, and in ali the 
eestacy of triumph, shouts ‘ Alleluia, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 


—_=<f>— 


EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON MISSIONARY 
REGISTER FOR JUNE 1830. 


Some have supposed that the writer of the 
Signs of the Times, whose numbers are 
now publishing in the Monitor, has assum- 
ed, in many instances, untenable ground 
when speaking of the popular institutions of 
the day. But we could produce a mass of 
testimony, were it necessary, both from 
American and European periodicals, which 
are ardently devoted to these institutions, to 
show that the writer of these papers has not 
exagerated in his descriptions of the deplor- 
able defection of the times. The advocates 
of these institutions themselves, see the des- 
olations of Zion—they see the already mar- 
shalled hosts of the enemy, and they trem- 
ble; but they seem not to be aware that 
they have thrown aside the armour with 
which the Holy Spirit has furnished them, 
and taken up the carnal weapons of human 
contrivance. Therefore, it is not strange 
that we hear so many resolves that mean 
nothing, and accomplish less. ‘I trust,’? 
says one of the speakers at these anniversa- 
ries, ** that with the elevation of the hand to 
carry the Resolution, will be a deep re- 
sponse from every breast ; and that the prin- 
ciples of the Resolution will dwell in all 
our feelings.”” Now, all this is well enough 
at first view ; but where is the necessity of 
all these resolutions, by a mixed assembly, 
if the makers of them be contending for the 
faith and practices of the gospel in their ca- 

acities as members of the church of Christ ? 

t is, at least, substituting the lessor for the 
greater duty. It is saying that divine truth, 
simple and unadorned, has lost its power 
upon the conscience ; and that it is neces- 
sary to assemble under circumstances that 
afford more excitement to the feelings, 
than can be afforded by the sober contem- 
plation of the work and word of the meek 
and lowly Jesus—-circumstances that shall 
bring our zeal for the house of God, and our 
love to perishing souls, more directly before 
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the whole community, than could be done 
by the old ways of manifesting these princi- 
ples, in order, as is alleged, that the example 
may influence others the more. But there must 
be a return to the old paths, or desolations 
more terrible than have yet been conceived, 
cannot fail to ensue. We believe also that 
it is capable of demonstration, that the ad- 
vocates of these institutions are more con- 
cerned for others than for themselves. Now 
we are not commanded to love our neigh- 
bor better than ourselves: And however 
exalted may be the motives which actuate 
men in these benevolent exertions of which 
we speak, the world will still think it is all 
selfishness. And it certainly has some rea- 
son to make this charge ; because the saints 
of God in all ages have been but little 
known to the world. So far as God in his 
providence has given them opportunity, they 
have witnessed for his truth, and“they have 
been living epistles “ known and read of all 
men ;”’ but in the display, the policy and 
the wisdom of this world, they have ever 
been novices. And it is vain to hope that 
God will dwell in Zion so long as this state 
of things exists; or that he will bless her 
provisions while they continue to be so great- 
ly adulterated, and while so few make a 
personal application of them. 


INCREASING DESECRATION OF THE SABBATH. 


Ir has been computed that no less than 45,000 cop- 
ies of Sunday Newspapers are circulated in this great 
Metropolis; and no less, probably, than from 200,- 
000 to 300,000 of its inhabitants are found reading, 
with peculiar gratification, those principles of ob- 
scenity covertly exhibited, and that covert infidel- 
ity, by which the pages of such publications are 
too frequently disgraced. It has been ascertain- 
ed, from the most accurate calculations, that no 
more than one in three of the suffering population 
of this great city ever enter a place of public wor- 
ship: and it is known that multitudes of those, 
who do give an hour on the Sabbath to the public 
worship of God, are often profaning it rather, by 
their irreverence, than by their absence, and leave 
it, too frequently, to visit the worst haunts of dis- 
sipation. Is it not notorious, that the influence 
inseparably connected with rank and talent and 
wealth, which might be so powerfully and so ad- 
vantageously exercised for the honour of God’s 
day, is too often grossly abused, to sanction and 
encourage the most awful and the most flagrant 
violations of that day? Unless the public press be 
guilty of gross falsehood, we have lived to see the 
day, when the Peers and the gentry of this land for- 
get the high distinction of a Protestant nation; and, 
unmindful of the salutary example of their forefa- 
thers, venture to hold their public assemblies for 
amusement even in the hours of the Christian Sab- 
bath, and to publish those ‘‘ splendid sins” to the 
world. 

The Resolution, which I am about to move, says 
that Sabbath desecration is lamentably prevalent: 
may it not be added, that it has rapidly increased, 
and is still increasing? It is grieviously certain, 
that, while piety has been diffused throughout the 


world, iniquity has fearfully increased at home; 
and it is equally certain (to our shame be it spok- 
en,) that, while the deadly waters have been en- 
croaching on the right hand and on the left, and 
raging with impetuous fury, no corresponding ef- 
fort has been made by the pious and the patriotic 
to resist the fury of the swelling tide. If it be not 
so, how is it that Christians passively witness 
scenes, with the recurrence of every Christian Sab- 
bath, which would have been deemed incredible 
to their forefathers? When, till within a few years 
past, did we witness, with the return of the Sab- 
bath day, infamy so unblushing and crimes so 
barefaced? When, til! within the last few years, 
were our ears assailed with expressions so impious 
as those, which we are often compelled to hear in 
our progress to the house of God? When, till 
lately, did we witness such an extent of gross in- 
temperance and infuriated passion as we often 
witness now, even at our earliest visits to the tem- 
ple of our God? That that species of crime is 
grieviously increasing, I repeat, is my deep and 
painful conviction. | trust that the fact will not 
be lost on the meeting: but that with the eleva- 
tion of the hand to carry the Resolution, will be a 
deep response from every breast; and that the 
principles of the resolution will dwell in all our 
feelings, and be acted on in our future more vigo- 
rous efforts to keep holy, and to enduce others to 
keep holy, the Sabbath day.— Rev. 4dr. Tidman 
—at Christ. Inst. Soc. Ann. 


POPERY AND PROTESTANTISM. 


If ever there was a time when the feelings of 
Christian men should be alive, this is that time. 
I had no idea that the inroads of Popery were to 
any thing like the extent mentioned in the Report; 
and I should not do my duty if I did not express 
my sense of the solemn responsibility under which 
this Society rests. 

There are two considerations which fill my mind 
with anxiety and sorrow. One is, the utter igno- 
rance of the mass of this Protestant nation of the 
real distinction between Protestantism and Pope- 
ry: and the other is, the insidious manner in 
which Papists set forth their doctrines, to suit our 
Protestant notions. 

As respects the distinction of Protestantism and 
Popery, I cannot but refer, with anxiety, to what 
was said by a distinguished Protestant Statesman 
in the House of Commons—that he, as 4 practical 
man, would prefer a religion which attributed mer- 
it to the performance of Good Works, over that 
which ascribed no merit to them: and, when I 
hear another person of high rank declare that he 
would rather see Popery established than Sectari- 
anism, and also when I see a latitudinarianism 
which fritters God’s Truth to ruins, I cannot but 
look with anguish on the land. We must return, 
then, to the days when our forefathers fought and 
bled; when the Cross was the standard of Protes- 
tantism, and all were called to seek justification 
through the merits of a Crucified Saviour. 

But the Protestantism of the present day is not 
that of the Reformation, My spirit is grieved at 
the character which is now stamped upon it; and, 
when I recollect the insidious and delusive wiles 
resorted to by the Papists, I am filled with alarm. 
The other day, I read a work by the Roman Catho- 
lic Professor of Theoiogy at Maynooth, in which 
he puts forth their doctrines in the genuine spirit 
of Jesuitism; and makes admissions, which, if he 
uttered in Spain, would send him to the Inquisi- 
tion: but it suits the Protestantism of this coun- 
try to put forth such statements; and I speak it in 
truth and charity, that the doctrines now put for. 
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ward by the church of Rome in England, are not 
the doctrines of that church, but rather what na- 
tional Protestants love: I repeat it—they are not 
the doctrines of the Church of Rome: they are 
milk-and-water expositions, set forth by designin 
men—Hon. and Rev. G. T. Noel—at Brit. Ref 
Soc. Ann. 

a ae 

SHAKING OF JEWISH UNBELIEF. 

‘THE present day is replete with important 
events. I have lately been appraised of a 
circumstance, which has powerfully unpress- 
ed my mind, and will, l doubt not, produce 
a corresponding feeling in the minds of my 
auditory. Two Jews had arrived in Eng- 
land from Poland, for the purpose of inquir- 
ing into the condition of the Jews in this 
country: they met with an honorable Baro- 
net in the west of England, who addressed 
several questions to them, the drift of which 
they immediately perceived; and told him 
that they were not prepared, at present, to 
say whether Jesus Christ was their true 
Messiah or not; but, in many parts of Po- 
land, when the Rabbies attended the beds 
of the dying, and were preparing them for 
their departure, they concluded with the fol- 
lowing words—‘ If Jesus Christ was the 
Messiah, may He pardon you and your fore- 
fathers for denying Him!” This one fact 
proves that there is a great shaking in Jew- 
ish Unbelief.—Lieut. Rhind—at the Phi- 
lo-Jud. Soc. Ann. 

— 


SHREWDNESS OF HINDOO CHILDREN. 


Tue Hindoo boys are very intelligent; 
which renders our work, so far as they are 
concerned, most interesting and encouraging. 
The boys in the Government school at 
Chinsurah were, some time since, going 
through a Catechism of Geography, when a 
Brahmin came in, and inquired what they 
were taught: on ascertaining that they 
were taught that the earth was a globe mov- 
ing round the sun, he became somewhat 
alarmed ; and insisted, according to their 
Shasters, that it was an even plain, resting 
upon the back of a tortoise: he was pro- 
ceeding to instruct the boys in this kind of 
philosophy, and, on his stating that when 
an earthquake occurred it was in conse- 
quence of the tortoise upon the back of which 
the earth was placed going to sleep, one of 
the boys whispered to another, and said, 
“« Ask the Brahmin upon what the tortoise 
stands.”? From this you will perceive, that 
these boys can think for themselves, and by 
and bye they will act for themselves, and no 
longer be held in the chains of Brahminical 
slavery.—Rev. G. Mundy—at the Lond. 
Miss. Soc. Ann. 
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EFFECTS OF SLAVERY. 


I am sorry to be under the necessity of tel]. 
ing this meeting, that, in these days of lib. 
erality, when the Legislature has emancipa- 
ted the Catholics, and deliberates on the 
emancipation of the Jews, Christian and Pro. 
testant Ministers are foreed, in British Co- 
lonies, for the performance of their duty, into 
dungeons and to death. Missionaries have 
suffered greatly in Jamaica. They went 
thither to instruct the Negroes: by the law 
of the island and the custom of the country, 
the Negro is considered as the servant of 
his master from the dawn of the day to the 
setting of the sun, and no encroachments 
can be made on that time: if, then, the 
Negro was to be taught, it must be between 
sun-set and sun-rise. The Missionaries, iy 
consequence, endeavoured to teach them in 
the allowed time, when an Edict was issued 
by the Colonial Assembly, prohibiting all 
instruction between sun-set and sun-rise.— 
The Missionaries resisted that Edict ; when 
one of them, Mr. Grindall, was committed 
to the horrors of a West Indian dungeon, 
and there died! <A second Missionary was | 
also confined, and suffered materially: and 
a third, who was likewise confined, has re- 
turned to this country with. impaired health 
and an injured constitution. I have heard, } 
however, from indubitable authority, that 
both the Societies and the Missionaries are 
determined to act as, under such perilous 
circumstances, they ought to act: they have 
determined to brave the storm, and still to 
labour; and, ifit be necessary, to become 
Martyrs in this noble cause. I know that 
the result will be that some of them will 
lose their lives; and the consequence of 
that will be, the rousing of the people of 
England, who will not permit those perse- 
cutions to be continued.—Mr. Buxton—at 


the Church Miss. Soc. Ann. 


—_ —- 


ZEAL OF ROMAN CATHOLICS FOR THE 
PROPAGATION OF POPERY. 


I petieve | may say, that, at the present 
moment, there is more zeal in the Pope of 
Rome—more zeal in the Cardinals of Rome 
—more zeal in the Society of Propaganda 
Fide at Rome—more anxiety in the whole 
body of the Ecclesiastics belonging to that 
degenerate Church, than there is amidst all 
the Christian denominations in Christen- 
dom, for the universal spread of the Gospel. 
To be sure, they spread another gospel—a 
gospel which we cannot own; but they 
manifest more zeal—with all the corruption 
which they carry with the name of Christ t» 
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the Heathen and other lands—they mani- 
fest abundantly more zeal than we do. In 
the land from which I came, at this very 
moment, the greatest efforts are put forth 
on the part of that church to disseminate 
their principles throughout America. We 
have heard that 25,000 dollars, during the 
last year, were appropriated by the Society 
to which I have alluded, at Rome, for the 
dissemination of Popery in the Western 
States of America. We are told, that, in 
Vienna, a large institution, composed of 
members of the wealthiest class in that 
country, have associated together as a Mis- 
sionary Society, for the foe of blasting 
our country with the desolating touch of 
Popery: and we have found, too, even in 
heathen lands—even in those islands where 
the Missionaries of North America have 
been so abundantly blessed of God in their 
labours, where a nation has been, as it were, 
born ina day—even in that land Popish 
Priests have appeared, for the purpose of 
setting up their idols ; and presenting to the 
minds of the people just emerged inte the 
light of the gospel, the idolatries of their cor- 
rupt church. Blessed be God! the Natives 
are wiser than those who came to teach 
them: they have received their knowledge 
of Christ, not so much from men—though 
the first elements may have been communi- 
cated, in the providence of God, by their 
instrumentality—as from God himself: their 
hearts have received the impress of his Spir- 
it; and, where the Spirit of God, in all His 
converting and sanctifying influence, has en- 
tered the heart of man, where is the instance 
in which that man has received the abomi- 
nations of Popery ?—Dr. Milnor—at the 
Lond. Miss. Soc. Ann. 
<a 
[From the Anti-masonic Intelligencer.] 
GEN. CHAUNCEY WHITTLESEY. 


THE renunciation of freemasony by this gentle- 
man, which we have the pleasure of copying 
from the Middletown Sentinel, must be read with 
deep interest, not only by pioneer seceders and 
decided Anti-masons, but by all; even by ADHER- 
1NG Masons themselves. It is an appeal which 
must strike home to the soul of every christian 
mason. Those, if there can be any such, who 
can read this appeal, and reflect from whom it 
comes, and under what circumstances it is made, 
and not feel that Gen. Whittlesey has by it per- 
formed a most solemn, important and bounden du- 
ty, would not feel, even had the voice come from 
beyond the tomb. If there are any such, among 
those who profess tohave been with Jesus, ‘‘in 
the regeneration,”’ and hope for felicity, holy and 
endless, in the heavens, we pity them; we woul! 
weep over them; we would beseech them to take 
heed betimes, lest they meet with disappointment 
and dismay at the last, bitter, fearful and unend- 
ing. The test hour for our hopes, and expecta- 


tions for the future world, will soon arive to us 
all. It will be an honest hour; an hour in which 
there can be no secrets: and no concealments; and 
it will be succeeded by an honest eternity.—— 
Truth will then be truth, and it will stand forev- 


er. 

RENUNCIATION. 

From the Middletown Sentinel. 
To the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of St. 


John’s Lodge, No. 2, Middletown. 
Middletown,(Conn.) August 12th, 1830. 

BrerHren—Feeling that the time of my de- 
parture is at hand; and that I must soon appear at 
the bar of God, to be judged for the deeds done 
in the body, I deem it my bounden_ duty, to de- 
clare to you and to the world, my views concern- 
ing Masonry. When I first saw men of talents, 
piety, and virtue, renounncing Masonry, I gave 
them credit for their candour; but thought they 
erred in the course they pursued. For many 
months Ihave been labouring under a disease, 
which is evidently hastening me to the grave; I 
have had little expectation, and indeed little hope, 
of ever being restored. During this period, 1 
have endeavored to examine myself, in regard to 
my relations to man, and to God; and I have 
considered it peculiarly important, to examine 
myself respecting the relation I bear to your insti- 
tution. The more I have reflected and examined, 
the more perfectly satisfied have I become, that 
it is my duty as a man and as a Christian, to fol- 
low the example which has been placed before 
me, and torenounce masonry: andI do hereby, 
in the presence of my God, and [ trust with his 
approbation, renounce my connexion with all ma- 
sonic societies, and particularly with your society, 
in which I was made amason. Think not that I 
do this from sentiments of ill will to any member 
of the masonic fraternity. If I know my own 
heart, I do it from an overwhelming sense of du- 
ty, to my children, to society and to God. My 
health and strength are not at present sufficient 
to enable me to give all my reasons at full length; 
but you and the public have a right to know what 
they are, if not in detail, at least in substance. 

In the first place, then, [ am satisfied that Ma- 
sonry is a useless Institution. I have entertained 
this opinion for a long time, and for several years 
have not entered a lodge. Call to mind any and 
all things which have passed in the lodge since 
you became members, and then’ ask, what has 
been done, which has been worthy of a rational 
and immortal mind? Lodges are said to be char- 
itable institutions. They are so only in name.— 
Examine your Treasurer’s accounts, and you will 
find that little, very little, has been devoted to 
charitable purposes. I am persuaded that notone 
twentieth part of the fund raised has been devo- 
ted tocharity. If you will examine also the ob- 
jects that have been aided by your charity, you 
will find, I believe, that quite as much has been 
given to the unworthy, as to the virtuous and the 

ood. 

Secondly. I believe Masonry to be a perni- 
cious Institution. From its nature, it may be 
employed for bad purposes; and when selfish men 
obtain controlling influence, it is certain they will 
use it to answer evil designs. We know histori- 
cally, that lodges have heen prostituted to the 
worst of purposes. The masonic influence has 
been felt, even in this country, in the Jury-box, 
and on the Bench, toturn Justice from her course. 
It is true, that this is not a necessary evil; but 
from the nature of the institution, it is one likely 
often to occur ; 
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Thirdly. Masonry is anti-republican in its na- 
ture and tendency. The secret influence which 
it gives men of a certain character, is pernicious 
in the extreme: it is often a subject of great sur- 
prise, that men of feeble talents, who are devoid 
of principle, are elevated to places of trust and 
power. It will generally be found, that such men 
are of high standing in the lodge, and exercise a 
great influence there; and through this influence, 
they are enabled to obtain some of the first sta- 
tions in the government. In a republic every 
thing should be open and undisguised; the influ- 
ence exercised, should be the influence of talents 
and virtue: but in the lodge all is secret—the 
public feel its influence, but know not whence it 
is obtained, or how derived. 

Fourthly. But the great and decisive objection 
to Masonry is that it 1s an anti-christian Institu- 
tion. When weenter the Lodge, the Bible is 
given to us as the guide and rule of our faith;— 
Yet the peculiar doctrines of the Bible are banish- 
ed from the Lodge. The Bible teaches that all 
mankind are our brethren, and are entitled to our 
charities; but the charity of the Lodge is limited 
to Masons and their families. Christ has said, 
** Swear not at all;”’ but in the Lodge, oath after 
oath, of the most awful character, is unnecessarily 
administered, and what is still worse, the person 
taking these oaths is not permitted to examine 
them or know any thing which they contain, until 
he has, in the presence of God, assumed the sol- 
emn vows. Though the Bible is given us as the 
rule and guid of our faith; yet the name of Christ is 
never heard in the Lodge. The Bible commands 
us to offer all our prayers to God, in the name of 
Christ; but in the Lodge, no prayer is offered in 
the name of this only Mediator. The Bible tells 
us, that the only way of access to the throne of 
Jehovah, is thro’ the atonement of the Redeemer; 
but the Mason in the Lodge madly rushes into the 
presence of God, without an intercessor. For one 
acquainted with Christianity, to appear in the 
presence of God without a Mediator, is an abomi- 
nation in the sight of the Lord—it is as though 
one offered swine’s flesh and human sacrifice upon 
the altar of the Temple. God has told us, ‘‘ There 
is none other name given under Heaven, whereby 
we can be saved, but the name of Jesus;”’ and yet, 
neither in the prayers used in the Lodge, nor on 
public occasions, nor at the funerals of Masons, 
is the name of Jesus ever heard. Call to mind 
these facts—reflect upon the whole character of 
our Institution; and then ask, is it, can it be, an 
nstitution well pleasing in the sight of God?— 
Can those of you who are professing Christians, 
enter your closets, and on your knees ask Jehovah, 
for Christ’s sake, to bless the Lodge—to increase 
and prosper it? 

I have now, brethren, given you the outlines of 
those reasons which have induced me to renounce 
Masonry. Should it please God to continue me 
in life and give me strength, I may hereafter fur- 
nish you my reasons in detail. I pray you, breth- 
ren, to examine what I have written—to reflect 
upon the nature of your Institution—to compare 
jts principles with the principles of our holy reli- 
gion—to pray earnestly for the Divine guidance 
and direction; and to act as those that must give 
account to God. And now, brethren, I commend 
you to God, and the power of his grace, beseeching 
Him to grant you the wisdom that cometh down 
from above, to enlighten your understandings in 
the knowledge of truth—to grant you grace to act 
without the fear of man—and to live in the fear 
of God; to guide you by his counsel, through life; 
to support you in death; and to give you a glori- 


290 ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD. 


254 
ous immortality beyond the grave—through 
only Mediator, Jesus Christ. { _ 

CHAUNCEY WHITTLESEY. 
—_—p>— 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.—The number of 
benefices is 10,533, Of this number, only 4,413 
are residents; 2,619 are exempted from residence 
by being pluralists; 2,147 are exempted by license. 
and 1,354 have left their charge without explana. 
tion. The clergy form about a fifth of the landed 
proprietors, from whom they are distinguished by 
wearing black clothes. Of the working clergy— 
namely, the curates, the substitutes of the rectors 
or the vicars, there are 4,234. Of these, 2,198 
are resident; nearly three-fourths have stipends 
from £6 to £100, averaging £63; about another 
fourth have stipends from £100, to £200, averag. 
ing £130; and 35 have an income, amounting, on 
an avarage, to £230. The total charge for these 
effective persons, is £326,320. The income of the 
higher functionares is generally supposed to be 
about £6 ,000,000 per annum; or nearly nineteen 
times what is paid to the working clergy.—Glas. 
gow Chronicle. 
—>—— 


INCREASE OF POPERY IN ENGLAND.—At the 
anniversary of the Baptist Irish Society, Lieut. 
Gordon stated that the steam-boats from Ireland 
continually bring over crowds, of Papists to Eng- 
land, and wherever a hundred were collected, 
there a priest was sure to find his way; and the 
consequence was, that as he found his own con- 
gregation too poor to support him, he set about 
making converts as fast as he could; and it was in 
this way Popery had been gaining fast on the Pro- 
testant church in England. He had made a tour 
through Lancashire last year, and had gained some 
interesting information on this subject. In Pres- 
ton, in the year 1821, there were but 3,000 papists, 
but in 1828, they had increased to 11,000; and 
while he was at Manchester, there were 53 Pro- 
testants waiting the arrival of a popish Bishop to 
confirm them. In the parish of Carrington, in De- 
vonshire, out of a population of 900, there had late- 
ly been 200 converts to Popery; and in Blackburn, 
the priest, who, when he first came, had been 
content to say mass in his parlor, now had two 
large chapels, and a congregation of 7,000 persons; 
and it was reckoned, that within the lordship of 
Stonyhurst, seven-eighths of the population were 
Papists. 
—=— 

SYNOD OF THE REF. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


—This body has determined upon the publication 
of a monthly Periodical Magazine, to be edited by 
the Rev. Dr. M’Leod of New-York, and to secure 
its permanent establishment the members of Synod 
pledged themselves personally to the amount of 
$1562 50 or for 625 subscribers. 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.—Measures were 
taken to establish an institution for instruction of 
candidates in the ministry. The Rev. Dr. M’- 
Leod was appointed a professor for the institution 
not yet located. 

—_—p—. 

Ecclesiastical Record. 
PRESBYTERY OF MUSKINGUM.—At a meeting 
of this Presbytery at Carmel, on the 30th June, 
Mr. James C. Bruce was licensed to preach the 
gospel, and is now in active service in the church. 


PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA.—At a meet- 
ing of this Preseytery in July last, Mr. James 
Wallace was licensed to preach the gospe! 
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plamed b various French authors, and as. illusirated in the sti// 
more and Practical D ment of Mr. Foster ; we can there- 
fore speak safely and co ofits merits. * * * * * * 

We did not set out with the design to puff this book, nor lo be- 
stow that attention upon it which it deserves. We meant merely 
to call the attention of all who would write with e and fa- 
cility and without labour, to the excellent system of which it is a 
full and complete developement. We would suggest to those who 
are engaged in the same pursuit with the author, to cast aside their 
antiquated errors, fall in with the spirit ef the age, and endeavour 
to do some good where possibly they have heretofore done much 
evil—Laterary Journal. Ms : 

We would invite the attention of teachers and those who are dc- 
sirous to write with elegance and a pastry this work. ‘It sup- 
- plies what had always been a dissideratum in this country—a 
method of ase Rela facility the art of rapid as well as fine writ- 
ing, and we are satisfied that it cannot be extensively used without 
diffusing extensive benefits. . 

Mr Foster has given a more practical elucidation. of this system 
than had been done by any previous writer, not excepting Caestairs 
himself, who, in our opinion has invented the only true system of 
penmanship, a system founded on philosophical principles, and one 
which, if generally adopted, will effect a complete reform ih this 
Art.—Albany Daily Advertiser. 

The peculiar merit and great excellence of this system are found 
in the complete and accurate analysis of all the movements of the 
hand, arm, and fingers, employed in the formation and combination of 
the various letters; in other words, it is the only system yet offered to 
the world, which teaches the right use of that natural writing ma- 
chine, the human arm, with its equipment of thumb and rs. 
Nobody, prior to Carstairs, had taught in a philosophical a 
menstrative si ones principles upon which a uniform, easy, graceful, 
and rapid h iting could be acquired and permanently retained. 
The object of Mr. Foster’s Treatise is to teach this system. His 
work is well executed and eminently deserving of attention —Troy 


Sentinel . 

The Mbt detailed in this work is radically different from any 
other published. It is founded on the most scientific prin- 
ciples, and is destined, in our opinion, to supercede all other systems 
now in _* * * * * * To young men engaged in mer- 
wre _— who would fi with elegance and Bary id 3—to 
teachers who wish to promote the rapid improvement of their schol- - 
ars; and toafl who are anxious to attain in a few weeks, what is now 
_ according to the elds of penmanship imperfectly acquired in 

two or three years, this work will communicate the most importart 
information.— Albany Evening Journal. 
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